
First Sunday in Lent  March 1, 2020 

 
FIRST LESSON          Genesis 3:1-21 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to 
the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths. 

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and 
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with 
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 

And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the LORD God made for 
Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
 
 
EPISTLE           Romans 5:12-19 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned— for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted 
where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the 
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift 
is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man's trespass, death 
reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
 



Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took 
him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lenten Midweek 1 March 4, 2020 

 
READING            Acts 7:48–53 

 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 

“‘Heaven is my throne, 
 and the earth is my footstool. 
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 
 or what is the place of my rest? 
Did not my hand make all these things?’ 

 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your 
fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and 
murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

 
 
READING           2 Timothy 3:1-5 

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, 
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with 
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its 
power. Avoid such people. 
 
 
READING          Mark 14:10-21, 32, 40-46 

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. And 
when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray 
him. 

And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, 
“Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” And he sent two of his disciples and said 
to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, 
say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” And 
the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the 
Passover. 

And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be sorrowful and to 
say to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into 
the dish with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 

And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to 
answer him. And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 
enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, 
my betrayer is at hand.” 

And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with 
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a 
sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” And when he came, 
he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And they laid hands on him and seized him. 
 
 
 
 



Second Sunday in Lent  March 8, 2020 

 
FIRST LESSON          Genesis 12:1-9 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I 
will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that 
they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of 
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to 
the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, 
“To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From 
there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on 
the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed 
on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 
EPISTLE           Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages 
are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom 
God counts righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
    and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          John 3:1-17 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness 
to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 



Lenten Midweek 2 March 11, 2020 

 
READING           Romans 13:8-14 

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
 
READING           Mark 13:32-37 

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 
 
READING           Mark 14:32-42 

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” And he took 
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. And he said to 
them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on 
the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all 
things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” And he came and 
found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch 
and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again 
he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. And he came the third time and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Third Sunday in Lent March 15, 2020 

 
FIRST LESSON          Exodus 17:1-7  

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the 
commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the 
people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.” And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the 
elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand 
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the 
people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the 
place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested 
the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 
 

EPISTLE           Romans 5:1-8 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           John 4:5-26 

So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's 
well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the 
sixth hour. 

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For his disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The 
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one 
you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that 
you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is 
coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am he.” 



Lenten Midweek 3 March 18, 2020 

 
READING           Isaiah 59:1-3, 12-13 

Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 
    or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 
but your iniquities have made a separation 
    between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you 
    so that he does not hear. 
For your hands are defiled with blood 
    and your fingers with iniquity; 
your lips have spoken lies; 
    your tongue mutters wickedness. 
 
 
READING           2 Timothy 2:8-13 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for which I am 
suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything for 
the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. The 
saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
if we endure, we will also reign with him; 
if we deny him, he also will deny us; 
if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 
 
 
READING           Mark 8:27-36 

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 
others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and 
the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his soul? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fourth Sunday in Lent  March 22, 2020 

 
FIRST LESSON          Isaiah 42:14-21 

For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 
I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 
And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, 
in paths that they have not known I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 
They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, 
who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the Lord? 
He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious. 
 
 
EPISTLE           Ephesians 5:8-14 

…for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of 
light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part 
in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that 
they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes 
visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           John 9:1-41 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these 
things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back 
seeing. 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to 
sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” So 
they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he 
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such 
signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 
him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the 
man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how 
he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 



himself.” (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if 
anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, 
“He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know 
that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
also want to become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes f rom.” 
The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does 
his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in 
utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He 
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he 
who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came 
into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

 

 
 
Lenten Midweek 4 March 25, 2020 

 
READING            Job 24:13-17 

“There are those who rebel against the light, 
    who are not acquainted with its ways, 
    and do not stay in its paths. 
The murderer rises before it is light, 
    that he may kill the poor and needy, 
    and in the night he is like a thief. 
The eye of the adulterer also waits for the twilight, 
    saying, ‘No eye will see me’; 
    and he veils his face. 
In the dark they dig through houses; 
    by day they shut themselves up; 
    they do not know the light. 
For deep darkness is morning to all of them; 
    for they are friends with the terrors of deep darkness. 
 

 
READING           1 John 3:11-15 

For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. We should 
not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his 
own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. We 
know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides 
in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding 
in him. 
 
 
 
 
 



READING           Matthew 23:29-36 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the 
monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part 
with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of 
those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of 
vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and 
scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from 
town to town, so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 
Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
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FIRST LESSON          Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very 
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and 
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you 
into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your 
own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 
 
EPISTLE           Romans 8:1-11 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has 
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you. 



HOLY GOSPEL          John 11:17-27, 38-53 

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, but some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on like 
this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” But 
one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. Nor do you 
understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should 
perish.” He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would 
die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad. So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 

 


