Lenten Midweek 5  April 1, 2020

READING 1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not
from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does
the will of God abides forever.

READING John 18:33-38a

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered,
“‘“Am | a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?”
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have
been fighting, that | might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this purpose | was born
and for this purpose | have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.

READING Mark 15:1-20

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole
council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” And the chief priests accused him of
many things. And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring
against you.” But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. And among the rebels in
prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. And the crowd came
up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me
to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had
delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead. And
Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall | do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” And they cried out
again, “Crucify him.” And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more,
“Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus,
he delivered him to be crucified.

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called together
the whole battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it
on him. And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they were striking his head with a reed and
spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.



Palm Sunday, Sunday of the Passion April 5, 2020

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL PROCESSION John 12:12-19

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!”

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that
these things had been written about him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when
he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason why the
crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, “You
see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me
the tongue of those who are taught,
that | may know how to sustain with a word
him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious;
| turned not backward.
I gave my back to those who strike,
and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;
I hid not my face
from disgrace and spitting.

But the Lord God helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like a flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.
Behold, the Lord God helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.

EPISTLE Philippians 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



HOLY GOSPEL John 12:20-43

Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew
and Philip went and told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my servant be also. If anyone
serves me, the Father will honor him.

“‘Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour'? But for this purpose | have
come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “| have glorified it, and | will
glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this
world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people
to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. So the crowd answered him, “We
have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted
up? Who is this Son of Man?” So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where
he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. Though he had done so many
signs before them, they still did not believe in him, so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,

“He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,

lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their heart, and turn,
and | would heal them.”

Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. Nevertheless,

many, even of the authorities, believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they
would not be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that
comes from God.



Maundy Thursday April 9, 2020

FIRST LESSON Exodus 12:1-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall be for you the beginning of months.
It shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this
month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. And if the
household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep it until the
fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at
twilight.

“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which
they eat it. They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they
shall eat it. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. And
you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. In this
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you
shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. For | will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will
strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute
judgments: | am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the land of Egypt.

“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your
generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 11:23-32

For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and
drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we
would not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be
condemned along with the world.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 26:17-30

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher
says, My time is at hand. | will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.” And the disciples did as
Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, | say to
you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it
I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes
as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for
that man if he had not been born.” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him,
“You have said so.”

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said,
“Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying,



“Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins. | tell you | will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new with you in my
Father's kingdom.”

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Good Friday Family Worship April 10, 2020

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:13 — 53:12

Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up,
and shall be exalted.

As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— so shall he sprinkle many nations.
Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which has not been told them they see,
and that which they have not heard they understand.

Who has believed what he has heard from us?

And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground;

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

so he opened not his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;

he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt,

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,

make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore | will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.



In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned
obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all
who obey him.

HOLY GOSPEL John 19:17-30

...and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.
Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many
of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in
Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, “The King of the
Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, | am King of the Jews.” Pilate answered, “What | have written | have written.”

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for
each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to
one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture
which says,

“They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine
stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When
Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.



The Resurrection of Our Lord SUNRISE CONTEMPORARY April 12, 2020

FIRST LESSON Exodus 14:10 — 15:1

When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching
after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Is it
because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you
done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may
serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”
And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for
you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and
you have only to be silent.”

The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff, and
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry
ground. And | will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and | will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord,
when | have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of
cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of
Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all
night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of
the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians
pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.
And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and
threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord
threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen;
of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. But the people of
Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their
left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord,
and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying,

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you, which you received, in which you stand,
and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word | preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For | am the least of the apostles,
unworthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what |
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed.



HOLY GOSPEL John 20:1-18

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that
the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb.
Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus'
head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. And she saw
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid him.” Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and |
will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my
brothers and say to them, ‘1 am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to
her.



The Resurrection of Our Lord TRADITIONAL April 12, 2020

FIRST LESSON Acts 10:34-43

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel,
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day
and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went
to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven
and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
show. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women,
“Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead,
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, | have told you.” So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them,
“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”



Second Sunday of Easter April 19, 2020

FIRST READING Acts 5:29-42

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in the council named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside
for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. For
before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred,
joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the
Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and
all who followed him were scattered. So in the present case | tell you, keep away from these men and let them
alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow
them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, and when they had called in the
apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every
day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is
Jesus.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” And when he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of the nails, and
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.



Third Sunday of Easter April 26, 2020

FIRST LESSON Acts 2:14a, 36-41
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them:

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers,
what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with
many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:17-25

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves
with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from
your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that
of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made
manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another
earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; for

“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
but the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and
they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and
discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing
him. And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And
they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” And he said to them,
“‘What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be
condemned to death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women of our company
amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did not find his body, they came back
saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” And he said to them, “O
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the
Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, but they urged
him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay
with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them.



And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. They said to each
other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the
Scriptures?” And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those
who were with them gathered together, saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” Then
they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.



