
Second Sunday after Christmas January 5, 2020 
 
FIRST LESSON           1 Kings 3:4-15 

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 
said, “Ask what I shall give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 
David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne this day. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for 
who is able to govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and 
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you 
also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your 
days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 
walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
 

EPISTLE           Ephesians 1:3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works 
all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 2:40-52 

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the group they went a 
day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they 
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed 
at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
distress.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 
house?” And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down with them and 
came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 



The Baptism of Our Lord  January 12, 2020 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 42:1-9  

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
   I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
    or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
    till he has established justice in the earth; 
    and the coastlands wait for his law. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
“I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
    a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 
Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
    I tell you of them.” 

 

EPISTLE           Romans 6:1-11 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who 
died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now 
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, 
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 3:13-17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 



Second Sunday after the Epiphany January 19, 2020 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 49:1-7  

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
    he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
    yet surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” 

And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
    to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
    for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength— 
he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
     to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
    to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
    because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

EPISTLE           1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all 
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in 
every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          John 1:29-42a 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son of God.” 

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his own brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

 



Third Sunday after the Epiphany  January 26, 2020 
 

FIRST LESSON          Isaiah 9:1-4 

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone. 
You have multiplied the nation; 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
For the yoke of his burden, 
    and the staff for his shoulder, 
    the rod of his oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
 
EPISTLE           1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been 
reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each 
one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send 
me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power. 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 4:12-25 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and 
lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
    the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
the people dwelling in darkness 
    have seen a great light, 
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
    on them a light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two 
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending 
their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 



And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, 
and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by 
demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from 
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

 

 


