Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost September 1, 2019

FIRST LESSON Proverbs 25:2-10

It is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings is to search things out.
As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings is unsearchable.
Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;
take away the wicked from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence
or stand in the place of the great,
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen
do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another's secret,
lest he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute have no end.

EPISTLE Hebrews 13:1-17

Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are
mistreated, since you also are in the body. Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed
be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. Keep your life free from love of money,
and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can
confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper; | will not fear; what can man do to me?”

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led away by
diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which
have not benefited those devoted to them. We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right
to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a
sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the
people through his own blood. Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.
For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. Through him then let us continually offer
up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his hame. Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:1-14

One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully.
And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees,
saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him
and sent him away. And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a
Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” And they could not reply to these things.

Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying
to them, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest
someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both will come and say to
you, ‘Give your place to this person,” and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. But when
you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move
up higher.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But
when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”



Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 8, 2019

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 30:15-20

“See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments of the Lord
your God that | command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will
bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But if your heart turns away, and you will
not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, | declare to you today, that you shall
surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. | call
heaven and earth to withess against you today, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and curse.
Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

EPISTLE Philemon 1-21
Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our beloved fellow worker and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church
in your house:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| thank my God always when | remember you in my prayers, because | hear of your love and of the faith that
you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, and | pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. For | have derived much
joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you.

Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, yet for love's sake |
prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— | appeal to you for my
child, Onesimus, whose father | became in my imprisonment. (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is
indeed useful to you and to me.) | am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. | would have been glad
to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel,
but | preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but
of your own accord. For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back
forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but
how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. If he has wronged you at all, or owes
you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this with my own hand: | will repay it—to say nothing of
your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, | want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in
Christ.

Confident of your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do even more than | say. At the same time,
prepare a guest room for me, for | am hoping that through your prayers | will be graciously given to you.

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas,
and Luke, my fellow workers.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:25-35

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me and does not
hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock
him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to encounter another
king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and
asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my
disciple.

“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no use either for the soil or
for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”



Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 15, 2019

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 34:11-24

“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As a
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my
sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. And | will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited
places of the country. | will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares
the Lord God. | will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice.

“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: Behold, | judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and
male goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the
rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? And
must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?

“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, | myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have
scattered them abroad, | will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And | will judge between sheep
and sheep. And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. | am the Lord; | have spoken.

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:5-17

The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Certain
persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, desiring to be teachers of the law,
without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.

Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law is not laid down for
the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those
who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality,
enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of
the glory of the blessed God with which | have been entrusted.

| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to
his service, though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy
because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love
that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him
for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, | tell you, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.

“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and
seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.” Just so, | tell you, there is joy before the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 22, 2019

FIRST LESSON Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1-15

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.
For this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and truth.

| desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; likewise
also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with
braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with
good works. Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. | do not permit a woman to teach or to
exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam
was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through
childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1-15

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him
that this man was wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear about
you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.” And the manager said to
himself, ‘What shall | do, since my master is taking the management away from me? | am not strong enough to
dig, and | am ashamed to beg. | have decided what to do, so that when | am removed from management,
people may receive me into their houses.” So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first,
‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and
sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measures of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.” The master commended the dishonest
manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation
than the sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when
it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also
dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?
No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. And he said to them,
“You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men
is an abomination in the sight of God.



St. Michael and All Angels September 29, 2019

FIRST LESSON Daniel 10:10-14, 12:1-3

And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. And he said to me, “O
Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that | speak to you, and stand upright, for now | have been
sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, | stood up trembling. Then he said to me, “Fear not,
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your
words have been heard, and | have come because of your words. The prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for | was left there with
the kings of Persia, and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days.
For the vision is for days yet to come.”

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be
delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those
who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like
the stars forever and ever.

EPISTLE Revelation 12:7-12

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels
fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon
was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he
was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And | heard a loud voice in heaven,
saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have
come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our
God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved
not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O
earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-11

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And calling
to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.

“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by
whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.
And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in heaven their angels always see the
face of my Father who is in heaven.



