
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  October 6, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON         Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4   

The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 

O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? 
   Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 
Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? 
   Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 
So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. 
   For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 

I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, 
and look out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my complaint. 

And the Lord answered me: 

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, 
    so he may run who reads it. 
For still the vision awaits its appointed time; 
    it hastens to the end—it will not lie. 
If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 
“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, 
    but the righteous shall live by his faith. 
 
EPISTLE           2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus, 

To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my 
prayers night and day. As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded 
of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, dwells in you as well. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for 
the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which 
now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 
which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that 
he is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the sound words that 
you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, 
guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 17:1-10 

And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they 
come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than 
that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke 
him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven 
times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard 
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the 
field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress 
properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? Does he thank the servant 
because he did what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, 
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  October 13, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON           Ruth 1:1-19a 

In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to 
sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the 
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of 
Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah 
and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that 
the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of 
Moab that the Lord had visited his people and given them food. So she set out from the place where she was 
with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her 
two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you 
have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her 
husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. And they said to her, “No, we will 
return with you to your people.” But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I 
yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am 
too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should 
bear sons, would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my 
daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the Lord has gone out against me.” 
Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-
law.” But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, 
and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will 
die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from 
you.” And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more. 

So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town 
was stirred because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 
 
EPISTLE           2 Timothy 2:1-13 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. Share in 
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to 
please the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is the 
hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will give 
you understanding in everything. 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for which I am 
suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything for 
the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. The 
saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; 
if we deny him, he also will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 17:11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a village, he 
was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they 
were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus 
answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 



Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  October 20, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Genesis 32:22-30 

The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he 
had. And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw 
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.” And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your 
name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have 
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 
And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 
 
 
EPISTLE           2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 
and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work. 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and 
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 18:1-18 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a 
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city 
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but 
afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” And the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and 
night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reformation Day (Observed)  October 27, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Revelation 14:6-7 

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on 
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give 
him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea 
and the springs of water.” 
 
 
EPISTLE           Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will 
be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former 
sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 11:12-19 

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take 
it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is 
Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 

“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
 


