Fourth Sunday after Pentecost July 7, 2019

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 66:10-14

“‘Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her;
that you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast;
that you may drink deeply with delight from her glorious abundance.”
For thus says the Lord:
“Behold, | will extend peace to her like a river,
and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip,
and bounced upon her knees.
As one whom his mother comforts, so | will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bones shall flourish like the grass;
and the hand of the Lord shall be known to his servants,
and he shall show his indignation against his enemies.

EPISTLE Galatians 6:1-10, 14-18

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law
of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test
his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have
to bear his own load.

Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God is
not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not
grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and | to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creation. And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

From now on let no one cause me trouble, for | bear on my body the marks of Jesus.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:1-20

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town
and place where he himself was about to go. And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way;
behold, | am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals,
and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!” And if a son of
peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. And remain in the same house,
eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house.
Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.” But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive
you, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you.
Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ | tell you, it will be more bearable on that day
for Sodom than for that town.



“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more bearable in the
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be
brought down to Hades.

“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me
rejects him who sent me.”

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” And he
said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to tread on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”



Fifth Sunday after Pentecost July 14, 2019

FIRST LESSON Leviticus 19:9-18

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you
gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the
fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the Lord your God.

“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. You shall not swear by my
name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: | am the Lord.

“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all
night until the morning. You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear
your God: | am the Lord.

“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness
shall you judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not
stand up against the life of your neighbor: | am the Lord.

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin
because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.

EPISTLE Colossians 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.
Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the
whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and
understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a
faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be
strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:25-37

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?”
He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed,
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by
on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went
to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him
to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper,
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, | will repay you when | come back.” Which of these
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who
showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”



Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 21, 2019

FIRST LESSON Genesis 18:1-10a

And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. He
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth and said, “O Lord, if | have found favor in your
sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under
the tree, while | bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—
since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham went quickly into the
tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the
herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. Then he took
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree
while they ate.

They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” The Lord said, “I will surely
return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.”

EPISTLE Colossians 1:21-29

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of
flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you
continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions
for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which | became a minister according to the stewardship from
God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and
generations but now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this | toil,
struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her
house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha
was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has
left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious
and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not
be taken away from her.”



Seventh Sunday after Pentecost July 28, 2019

FIRST LESSON Genesis 18:20-33

Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, |
will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not,
| will know.”

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. Then Abraham
drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty
righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in
it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare
as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If |
find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will spare the whole place for their sake.”

Abraham answered and said, “Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the Lord, | who am but dust and ashes.
Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I
will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak.
Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if | find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, | have
undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty | will
not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak again but this once. Suppose ten
are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.” And the Lord went his way, when he
had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

EPISTLE Colossians 2:6-15

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of
deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you
were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside,
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over
them in him.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach
us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing to set before him’; and he will
answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. | cannot get
up and give you anything’? | tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend,
yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, it will be opened. What father among you, if his son asks
for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”



