The Good News
HOW IMPORTANT IS YOUR FAITH!?!

How important is your faith!
How important is your faith?
Same words. Yet same words
with different punctuation. The
punctuation makes the same
words completely different in
the meaning. Does it not?!
Easter Sunday has come and gone. Yet we are still
in the season of Easter. We still reflect on it. In
fact, each Sunday is a little Easter. Every Sunday
we celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection. The
empty tomb means that all is complete. Forgiveness of sins was earned on Good Friday and hope
of everlasting life was given on Easter! Yet with
each passing day, the celebration part gets a little
less at times.
So I ask you then, How important is your faith!?!
Does it depend on the situation in your life if the
punctuation is different?
Consider Bernie Squitien… He told his wife, “I accidently threw away our wedding rings!” Carla, his
wife, “You accidently threw away our wedding
rings?”
How important is your faith at times like these!
How important is your faith at times like these?
Bernie called up the trash company and they
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caught the driver before it got the landfill. They
diverted the driver to a transfer station where he
dumped eight tons of garbage from more than 900
customers on the ground. Bernie, Carla and the
driver of the truck donned hazmat suits to dig
through the mounds of trash. One of the rings, by
the way, the one Bernie had given his wife, was set
with a 12.5 carat diamond worth $500,000!
How important is your faith?
your faith!

How important is

Do you treat your faith as something that you
would be willing to toss away? Or do you treat
your faith as something that is invaluable that you
would dig through tons of trash to keep?
The faith that God has given you is like treasure.
Jesus’ death and resurrection has amazing value.
Don’t let the circumstances of life devalue it for
you. Always punctuate your faith with an exclamation point!
How important is your faith!
Enjoy the season of Easter!
Serving the Lord with you,

Pastor Hopkins

PS The driver of the garbage
truck found the rings for Bernie
and Carla Squitien.
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The Good News
More from Pastor Hopkins...
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K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry
What a wonderful weekend we had with the Comfort Dogs from
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, plus Georgia and now
New York! They were here for a regional gathering plus the installation of Abraham.
I want to give a big shout out for our Top Dog, Donna Haines and
the Comfort Dog Ministry team. They did a tremendous job in
pulling this altogether. You should be extremely proud of them
and your newest ministry. Visits with Abraham are already being
conducted and lives are being touched.
This only happened because of your generous support of this ministry. I thank you for your support. Look
what we can do when we serve the Lord together! (Serving together also means using an exclamation point
too!)

The Good News
Board of Outreach
"Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
'Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.'
Then I said, ''Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak,
for I am only a youth.' But the Lord said to me,
'Do not say, "I am only a youth";
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,
and whatever I command you, you shall speak.
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
declares the Lord.'
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth." Jeremiah 1:4-9
The Lord called the prophet Jeremiah in the time of King Josiah, a godly King who had instituted sweeping
spiritual reforms to rid Judah of idolatry and turn the people back to the Lord. And yet he was called to proclaim God’s judgment that would come without fail. Josiah's reforms would delay it only temporarily. Therefore Jeremiah was going to be subject to abuse and mockery from the people of Judah for he would preach
this message for 20 years before the judgment would come.
Jeremiah hesitated to take up the call but not because he knew about the delay. He did not. He was not
afraid of the people or how they would accept such a severe message. The problem was that he knew his
own temperament, that he was not wise, strong or gifted enough to deliver it or to be a prophet. He knew
that he was not able to do what the Lord was asking of him. Yet the Lord promised to give him all the resources and strength to carry out the call.
Today the Church of Jesus is called to preach the coming judgment on sin and unbelief, an unpopular and
difficult mission. The rewards are few; popular approval is non-existent. Yet we God's people are called to it.
The good thing is that whenever God calls us to do His work in any way, He always supplies us with the
power, authority, words and wisdom we need. Thus our claims of weakness and lack of ability are never an
excuse to do God’s work: they are what qualifies us.

The Good News
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From the Deacon’s Bench
What a wondrous time is spring
when all the trees are budding
The birds begin to sing
The flowers start their blooming

PASS IT ON

These words are from a favorite Vacation Bible School and chapel song. Every Spring I am still amazed. I
love to watch the green shoots of flowers poke through the ground and the buds appear on the trees and
bushes. Then the grass turns green and flowers bloom. Birds start to sing each morning. Isn’t it always so
wonderful! Do you take the time to notice God’s work each Spring? The rest of the verse goes like this…

That’s how it is with God’s love
Once you’ve experienced it
You want to sing
It’s fresh like spring
You want to pass it on
How true are these words, when we know we are loved by God we want to let others know. During this
Easter season we especially remember each day how God sent his Son to die for us. But the best part is that
Jesus rose from the dead on Easter morning. What joy! For many of us talking about God may be uncomfortable, but there are many ways to share His love. The way we act is most important. We share love by how
we act and help others. Our caring and sharing with others shows our love for Jesus. Years ago I had a quote
on my office wall, it said “You may be the only Bible some people read.” This is so true. If we say we are a
Christian we must act like one. So each day, see the beauty all around God’s earth and act, speak and show
love and kindness to all those around you.

Deacon Lynn Waldeck
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Debbie Vergara

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

The Good News
From the Minister of Music
From May 31 – June 2, the Pennsylvania Youth Chorale will once again be visiting us here at Trinity. The
auditioned choir of about 20 children ages 10 – 14, will be presenting a concert on Saturday night, June 1
following the 5:00 p.m. service. Their programs are always entertaining and feature a wide variety of music.
They will also be attending and singing at the 9:00 a.m. service on June 2. It is a wonderful choir, and you
will want to save the date.
We are looking for housing for the children for the weekend. It involves picking them up here at Trinity Friday night, May 31 and bringing them back in the morning. Then taking them home again June 1 following
the concert and bringing them back for morning worship. The children come in pairs, with one or two groups
of three. Please let me know if you can house a two, three or more children, or call the church office.
Henry DeVries,

Minister of Music

The Good News
From the Board of Stewardship
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Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be
sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship involves our whole life – everything we
have and everything we are.
Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in
one area we can neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter
to pay Paul. It is not a game we play whereby we justify ourselves in not giving a
tenth of our income because we have given in some other way. This is why our
Lord warns:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23)
We are called and equipped to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. And
so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us:
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2)
We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the
mind of the world, where we exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of
that, and then think that we have done what God has required.
Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be
done in thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our
spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us – not one
for the other, but all in all.
But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without
also giving us some practical application of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be living sacrifices to
God, and, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul
then speaks generally of what is expected of all. He says:
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection.
Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.” (Romans 12:9-13)
This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God
here in time.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
. . . for the June 2019 issue are due no later
than noon on Friday, May 24!
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The Good News
Comfort Dog Ministry
PASSING OF THE VEST

On Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, April 28, Trinity’s newest ministry, the Comfort Dog Ministry became official! Abraham and his handlers and ministry partners were installed and blessed before the congregation. The
weekend held a ton of activity and lots of visitors. Here are some photos from the East Coast Regional Conference and the Passing of the Vest. God is good!

By faith Abraham, when called to
go to a place he would later receive
as his inheritance, obeyed and went,
even though he did not know
where he was going.
Hebrews 11:8

Trinity’s Comfort Dog Ministry would like to expand the number of Ministry Partners on Abraham’s team. If
you like to smile, enjoy talking to people, and can hand out Abraham’s business cards, you are needed!
For more information you can speak to Donna Haines or call the church office. You are invited to attend a
Comfort Dog Ministry meeting to learn more as well! Next meeting is on Sunday, May 19.
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The Good News
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

2017-2019 Mission Goal Met!
I would like to share with you a letter written by the LWML Counselor, Rev. Robert Mundahl:

It’s my extreme delight to announce that the 2017-2019 Mission Goal of LWMLLutheran Women in Mission has been fully funded! Thanks be to God for His generosity and the generous offerings from men and women all over the United States as
they faithfully filled their mission Mite Boxes and gave offerings towards this goal.
Twenty-two ministries have received complete grants.
Going forward into our new biennium, delegates will meet in Mobile, Alabama, at the
2019 LWML Convention, June 20-23 to vote on a new Mission Goal and select new
grant recipients from a list of 31. What an exciting time in LWML!
Please note the following important, upcoming dates:
May 2—A National Day of Prayer gathering will be held at 10:00am at Trinity Lutheran, Hicksville
May 11—At 9:00am, a joint leadership event will be hosted by the Suffolk and Nassau Zones at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Dix Hills. The day will include music, refreshments, and a delicious lunch at no cost.
Please call Helen Peter at 516-938-6914 for further information. All are welcome to join us!

Helen Peter

The Good News
Board of Properties News
SPRING CLEAN--UP
MAY

4 AT 9:00 AM

JOIN US TO BEAUTIFY OUR CAMPUS!!
IF YOU CAN PICK UP A FEW LEAVES, PLANT FLOWERS
OR TRIM SOME ROSES, WE CAN USE YOUR HELP.
THIS YEAR WE PLAN TO APPLY FOR A THRIVENT GRANT TO
PURCHASE FLOWERS AND MULCH FOR THE GARDENS.
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The Good News
The Art at Trinity

The Cathedrals ~ located side-by-side in the Stanley J. Kramer Art Gallery, East Wing.

Cathedral (1958) is a woodcut, pencil signed by the artist Ted Davies.

The art piece was given in memory of Jeanne Engebrecht, the wife of our
school’s first principal.
Ted Davies (1928-1993) was an innovator in woodcutting, screen printing
and photogram techniques. A Queens, New York native, Davies studied
under Harry Sternberg and the German Expressionist George Grosz, who
instilled in him the importance of political commentary in art.
Davies captured the New York City he loved in the 1960’s through intricate carvings of famous destinations such as Central Park, Broadway and
Wall Street. He also chose common places for his drawings like the old
elevated train stations, Chinese laundries and shoe shine stands. Davies
had a wonderful feel for textures, his prints were usually two or three colors and he often used gold leaf.
The Process of Woodblock Printing -- Usually the artist would use a soft
type of wood that’s easy to mold and draw a pencil outline on it. He then pounded chisels, hammers and
other tools into the block to make raised impressions before he chiseled away all the negative space. After
ink is applied to the raised parts the piece is put through a hand press, so that the raised areas are reflected
in the print while the chiseled negative space remains plain.

Cathedral X is an original intaglio print, also given in memory of
Jeanne Engebrecht. An intaglio (Italian) print is the opposite of relief
printing in that the printing is done from ink that is below the surface
of the plate. The design is cut, scratched, or etched into the printing
surface or plate, which can be copper, zinc, aluminum, magnesium,
plastics or even coated paper.

Cathedral X was created by artist Doris Seidler. Ms. Seidler was born in
England yet lived, worked and taught in the United States for many
years. She had one-man shows in New York, Amsterdam and London.
Seidler received many awards and honors for her artwork including
Who’s Who in American Art and the Library of Congress Catalogue of
Collections. Doris Seidler’s “Luna Composition #1” is in the Library of
Congress and “Cathedral VIII” can be found at Columbia University.

Cathedral VIII, also created by artist Doris Seidler, is part of a series. Artist’s description: deep, but soft purples with a little pink, as of
stained glass windows at night. This piece was given by Trinity Lutheran School’s PTFA to honor our staff for Staff Recognition Day
1986.
by Ellen Kerwin
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The Good News
Mission Partner Update

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Happy Spring! I pray this finds you well and I hope you are enjoying each God given day.
At Into Light Center we have been having numerous activities centered around the holidays. It has been an
immense pleasure to be with them, and, an even more pleasure to spend time with them personally: in their
homes or in restaurants--eating ice cream or drinking coffee together.
Currently, most students are out of school for their summer break, so our schedule is a little bit fuller. Some
students I have are regulars, some are from the previous summer, and some are brand new! That has been
very exciting.
Pictured above are just a few snapshots from these past months: our neighborhood Christmas party, lunch at
a Japanese restaurant after church, and moments with students.
May you continue to walk through this Lenten season humbly & filled with peace.
In Christ, Alexandria
On Sunday, May 5, Gabriella Canzani, Maria Chiariello and Matthew
Jones will be confirmed in Christ at the 10:45 worship service. These
young Christians have been learning and growing in their faith, and
God’s Holy Spirit has been working on their hearts. Their parents and
families have helped nurture and develop this faith through the years.
Our church has played a role as well, encouraging the process of
Christian Education. Now, finally, these children of God are prepared
to stand before their Maker, and all of us, to boldly proclaim their
faith, and to commit their spiritual lives to the Lord!

The Good News
Lutheran Counseling Center
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