Third Sunday of Easter

May 5, 2019

FIRST READING

Acts 9:1-22

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the ground, and
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.
And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he
said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of
Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered,
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. And
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of
Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias departed and
entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you
on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and
was baptized; and taking food, he was strengthened.
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the
man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this
purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” But Saul increased all the more in strength, and
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

EPISTLE

Revelation 5:8-14

And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they
sang a new song, saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels,
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 21:1-14

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this
way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will
go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net on the
right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because
of the quantity of fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself
into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the
land, but about a hundred yards off.
When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. Jesus said to
them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was
the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. This was now the third time
that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 12, 2019

FIRST READING

Acts 20:17-35

Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. And when they came
to him, he said to them:
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving
the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how I
did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to
house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me
there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. But I
do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry
that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, I know that
none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. Therefore I
testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure
fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men
speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three
years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And now I commend you to God and to
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my
necessities and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we
must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’”
EPISTLE

Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have
they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
HOLY GOSPEL

John 10:22-30

At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the
temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you
are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.”

Fifth Sunday of Easter
FIRST READING

May 19, 2019
Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the
word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, “You went to
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” But Peter began and explained it to them in order: “I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from
heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of
prey and reptiles and birds of the air. And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I said, ‘By
no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But the voice answered a
second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ This happened three times, and
all was drawn up again into heaven. And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which
we were, sent to me from Caesarea. And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. And he told us how he had seen the angel
stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; he will declare to you a
message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on
them just as on us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” When they heard
these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted
repentance that leads to life.”
EPISTLE

Revelation 21:1-7

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The
one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 16:12-22

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and
he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it
to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” So some of his
disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again
a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” So they were saying, “What does
he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him,
so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will
not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament,
but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is giving birth,
she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers
the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. So also you have sorrow now, but I will
see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 26, 2019

FIRST LESSON

Acts 16:9-15

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, and
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in
this city some days. And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. One who
heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper
of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. And after she was baptized, and
her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

EPISTLE

Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me,
saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great,
high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory
of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall, with twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel
were inscribed— on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west
three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city
was pure gold, like transparent glass.
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will
the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in
the Lamb's book of life.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 5:1-9

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed
colonnades. In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had
been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.”
Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he took up his
bed and walked.
Now that day was the Sabbath.

