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 IT’S EASTER! 

 
In just a few weeks it will be 
Easter, Sunday April 21 to be ex-
act.  Have you been praying for 
someone to invite to join you for 
Easter?  Besides Christmas, this is 
a time that folks are most recep-

tive to an invitation to join you in worship. 
 

If you think about it, all the services from Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 
Vigil and Sunrise and Easter Festival services cover 
the entire reason why Jesus came to this earth.  
Our scripture passages walk us through the people 
shouting praises to Jesus on Palm Sunday, Jesus 
giving His body and blood to us in the Lord’s Sup-
per on Maundy Thursday, His gruesome execution 
on a cross on Good Friday, waiting through that 
interim period on Easter Vigil and celebrating with 
Jesus’ resurrection! 
 

It is all laid out for our remembrance, but also an 
excellent way to present the essence of our faith to 
those who need to hear it! 
 

Praying for and inviting that person to come to 
worship is one of the challenges that I presented in 
my January newsletter article.  Consider who you 
think needs to hear it most.  Pray for them and in-
vite them to one of the most meaningful times to 
come and worship throughout the year! 
 

Have a blessed Easter! 

 
Serving the Lord with you,  

Pastor Hopkins 

And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
has risen, he is not here. See the place where 
they laid him.”     Mark 16:6 ESV 



The Good NewsThe Good News  
Pastor’s Message continued...Pastor’s Message continued... 

April 2019 

Volume 3 No. 4 

Page 2 

Comfort Dog From the Pastor’s Perspective… 

By the time you receive this, we will be less than two weeks away from get-
ting our Comfort Dog. The Handlers and Caregivers will be in Chicago getting 
trained to begin a brand new ministry.  It truly is a ministry.  It is a unique 
ministry. It is a ministry that will be taking the people of God in Trinity out 
into a world that needs Jesus. 

By providing opportunities to show compassion to a hurting world through 
using a Comfort Dog as a bridge to those who are hurting, we will be show-
ing, in a very tangible way, the love of Jesus to others. That alone makes this 
ministry important to our community and church. 

Why? 

We are going to them… We are not waiting for those who need to hear about 
Jesus to come through our doors.  This is taking the love of Jesus that we 
have outside the four walls of this church. In doing so, we are an active peo-
ple of God. 

This Comfort Dog will open doors… is already opening doors, even though we 
don’t have the dog yet.  It is opening doors because people are hurting.  Peo-
ple are craving love and compassion.  This ministry will help fill that need.  
Others in our community look forward to receiving what we have. 

I am excited about what will begin happening in earnest.  First of all, 30 peo-
ple of God here at Trinity are a part of the ministry team!  That is truly stun-
ning.  And it’s not too late for you to be a part as well.  Others here at Trinity have shown their support by 
their giving of financial resources because they see the value of this ministry.  Even groups outside of Trinity 
like the LuHi Crusader Fund are giving us a $2,500 grant that we will receive this week to make sure the 
Comfort Dog ministry is a blessing to others. 

We advertise that Trinity is a Caring Place.  Soon it will be known in our community in another new way how 
true that statement is! 

Follow along for more news in the Comfort Dog articles in this and future newsletters. 

Our Lenten Journey 2019 Continues... 

Wednesdays in Lent – Soup and Salad Supper at 6:30 pm  

Midweek Worship at 7:15 pm  

Palm Sunday at 5:00 pm on Saturday and 9:00 and 10:45 am on Sunday 

Maundy Thursday at 7:15 pm  

Good Friday Family Worship at 12:00 pm and Tenebrae Worship at 7:15 pm 

Saturday Easter Vigil at 6:30 pm 

Easter Sunday at 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 am 
 
 

April 3, Midweek of Lent 4: “A God with a Mother” (John 2:1–5; 19:25–27) 

April 10, Midweek of Lent 5: “A God Who Thirsts” (John 19:28–30) 

Please join us! 
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Henry DeVries, 
Minister of Music 

George Frederick Handel’s oratorio “Messiah” is immensely popular with both classical music listeners and 
folks who listen to the latest hip-hop.  Written in 1741, the entire work was completed in about 24 days.  The 
oratorio, which is in 3 parts, outlines the life of Jesus, starting with an Advent/Christmas section and ending 
some two hours later with Jesus on his heavenly throne and all of heaven singing a glorious Amen.  On 
Easter Sunday, our Trinity Choir will sing two choruses from this work.  The chorus, “Since By Man Came 
Death” from part 3, so beautifully sets the text “Since by a man came death, also by a man came the resur-
rection of the dead” from 1 Corinthians.  The opening unaccompanied phrase depicting the darkness of death 
brought on by Adam, changes immediately to the glory of Christ’s resurrection.  The opening theme of the 
Hallelujah chorus, which ends part 2, of “Messiah” can probably be hummed by almost anyone.  Our choir 
will add that as well to our Easter morning service, proclaiming that our God reigns forever.     

Music has always been an important part of our Holy Week services, there is so much wonderful music that is 
going to be sung, from Sir Karl Jenkins’s riveting “Benedictus” whose Hosannas will fill the church with the 
crowd’s shouts on Palm Sunday, Mozart’s sublime “Ave Verum Corpus,” speaking of Christ’s body broken for 
us on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday our children’s choirs will sing “Jesus Loves Me” and “A Lenten Love 
Song” describing Christ’s love for us at the family service.  Good Friday evening, a new award winning an-
them will be sung by the Trinity Choir at the evening Tenebrae, Tim Shaw’s “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary,” a 
new tune using the traditional text.  Our Easter Vigil’s music is so unique to the service, with the ancient 
chant of the Exultet proclaimed in a candlelit church, it has to be experienced in person to truly do it justice.  
Join us for worship at each service during Holy Week, as our Lenten journey passes the upper room, then the 
cross on Golgatha, and finally comes to its triumphant close on Easter. 

We are thrilled to let you know that we are amazingly close to our $210,000 three-year 
goal. Of the $208,896 that is comprised of pledges, one-time donations and memorial 
gifts, we have received over $147,000. Our completed projects have utilized just over 
$71,000 leaving us almost $76,000 for additional planned projects. Letters to those of 
you who have made pledges will be sent out in the next few weeks seeking the second 
year of your commitment to the campaign. We are so grateful for your response to the 
Trinity’s Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign. 

The Board of Properties is moving forward with our conversion to energy efficient LED 
lighting throughout our facilities. The cafeteria and halls nearby have already been changed. Going forward 
additional hallways and classrooms will be converted continuing this cost-savings effort. 

Trinity Lutheran School‘s 65th Anniversary celebration, highlighted by the May 10 dinner will, hopefully, add to 
Capital Campaign funds with specific projects for the school. Trinity’s Honor, Serve, Provide  Capital Cam-
paign will continue to restore and renovate Trinity’s overall facility. 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign 
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As we are in the midst of the season it is good to reflect on the words of Psalm 51:17: "The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit; A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise."  The entire sea-
son of Lent is about penitential reflection. We should confess the “broken” state of our hearts and spirits. In 
this broken and sinful condition we would be without hope if we did not have a God that “will not despise” a 
“broken and contrite heart.” 

To be penitent is to be broken and contrite. Although it is sin within our hearts for which we are contrite and 
penitent, it is also our sinful condition that prevents us from acknowledging our sin. We are caught within a 
hopeless and vicious cycle of sin unless we are rescued. We cannot will ourselves into having a penitent 
heart. It must be given to us. 

It is a heart transplant that we need, as Psalm 51:10 puts it: “create in me a clean heart, O God.” The 
Psalmist doesn’t say, “repair my old heart,” but “create a clean heart.”  The Holy Spirit, active through the 
Word of God, has given you this new and contrite heart. God’s Word has convicted you of your sin (Law) and 
convinced you of your need for your Savior’s forgiveness (Gospel). 

Sins are forgiven through the Word of God as He commands. That Word delivers real forgiveness when spo-
ken into ears, applied with water in Holy Baptism, and combined with bread and wine to deliver Jesus’ own 
body and blood to sinners. 

The new heart, created by God, even finds joy in what otherwise seem to be dry and boring words once sim-
ply memorized to satisfy a requirement of confirmation instruction. From Luther’s Small Catechism: 

What is confession? 
Confession has two parts. First that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is, for-
giveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are for-
given before God in heaven. 

What sins should we confess? 
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; 
but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 

As the Holy Spirit works within your new heart through the Law and the Gospel of God’s Word, may you be 
prepared to travel to the foot of Jesus cross this Lent and then to the empty tomb on Easter trusting in the 
God who does not despise, but loves your broken and contrite heart. 
 

Deacon Betsy Lazarek 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
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SPRING CLEAN--UP 
MAY 4 AT 9:00 AM 

JOIN US TO BEAUTIFY OUR CAMPUS!!  

IF YOU CAN PICK UP A FEW LEAVES, PLANT FLOWERS  
OR TRIM SOME ROSES, WE CAN USE YOUR HELP. 

THIS YEAR WE PLAN TO APPLY FOR A THRIVENT GRANT TO  
PURCHASE FLOWERS AND MULCH FOR THE GARDENS. 
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“No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you 
to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. 
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. Shall we provoke the Lord 
to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?”  (1 Corinthians 10:20-22) 

Strange as it may seem, in the 21st century we Christians often fellowship with demons. We do so when we 
expose ourselves to ungodly forces in politics, the media, and academia that espouse a non-Christian world-
view. Such a worldview rejects or ignores the God of the Bible in favor of pluralism which deems all religions 
equal. They are not. There is no God but the God who has revealed Himself in the Bible and in our Lord Je-
sus. There is no way to fellowship with Him except through Jesus Christ. 

The terrors of Hell await those who deny this truth, 
those who have no faith in Jesus.  When I warn people 
about Hell I often hear them say “Life is hell.” Now life 
is often filled with difficulties and hard times inter-
spersed by some good times as well. But if this life is as 
bad as many say it is, and it can be pretty bad for the 
Christian, it is a lot worse for the unsaved. We Chris-
tians can face suffering and death with comfort and 
peace for we know that there is unending relief and joy 
for us in heaven. But for those who do not believe that 
Jesus is God and that He died for their sins, death holds only terror or uncertainty for them, no prospect of re-
lief no matter what they may say or think.  

We who know the truth, we who see the danger, are called to warn others about the punishment that awaits 
them. We are the watchmen who must sound the alarm (Ezekiel 33:7-9). We must go and preach salvation in 
Jesus Christ to the lost, in word and deed, regardless of what they make think say or do to us, regardless of 
any discomfort it may cause us, or how foolish it looks. If we don't go out and witness the Gospel to others, 
their discomfort will be far greater than any we could experience and it will be without end. If they choose to 
reject God, let it not be because we failed to carry out the warning. 

There are many opportunities to do this including presenting the Gospel to our relatives, friends, co-workers 
and neighbors in our neighborhoods, offices, and the stores we shop at. But many of us fear rejection or intimi-
dation. Or we don't have the desire or are too lazy to invest ourselves in life-style evangelism. Life style evan-
gelism involves befriending people, talking to them, helping them, having compassion on them, praying with 
them. In other words, life style evangelism means showing other people the gospel in actions as well as in 
words. If you want help in doing this, please contact Deacon Anthony to join in a program that will help you 
learn and carry out this great calling we have from Jesus.  
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

. . . for the May 2019 issue are due no later 
than noon on Monday, April 22! 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
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God's Stewards Are Managers, Not Owners  
 
As God’s people, we have been called to be God's stewards in this world. We have been entrusted with life 
and life's resources and given the privilege of responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him.  

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 
it.” (Gen. 2:15)  

“The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” (Ps. 24:1; see also 
Ps. 89:11) 

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” (1 Chron. 
29:14; see also vv. 1-20)  

“And they [Macedonian Christians] did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to 
the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.” (2 Cor. 8:5; see also vv. 1-7; Luke 12:41-48; 1 
Tim. 6:17-19.  

There truths about stewardship remind us that God owns everything we have, something which may come as 
a surprise to us. We think we worked and earned what we have so we are free to do what we like with it. But 
God entrusts to us all we have in order that we manage His resources. He, not we, is the owner. He gra-
ciously gives to us enough to meet our physical needs and those of our families, but He also blesses us with 
resources in abundance so that we may use them to give Him glory.  

As a result, all that we have, time, talents as well as treasure, ought be used for His glory and to build up His 
Kingdom not our own. And giving ought to be done in love and thankfulness not out of obligation, as a re-
sponse to the love and blessings which God has given us. We give to the Church which is God’s Kingdom on 
earth. We are called to give with cheerfulness out of our firstfruits not out of what is left over after we have 
satisfied our needs, wants and desires. The bringing of regular offerings as a part of worship is a loving re-
sponse to God's love for us. 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”   
                  (1 Peter 4:10-11) 

If you would like to order an Easter lily 
to decorate our altar, please fill out a 
memorial envelope and place it in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church 
office. Cost is $20.00 per plant and the 
deadline for orders is Sunday, April 14.  
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Early Childhood Center News 

Our students are preparing for our Terra Nova tests which will be administered from April 
1st to April 5th. Standardized testing helps guide us as a school to evaluate the effectiveness 
of our instructional programs and to monitor growth of our students.  We are also in the 
process of planning Career Day. Students in grades 2-8 will interview volunteers about their 
careers. We would love a variety of careers so students have access to careers that interest 
them! Career Day is scheduled for April 9th from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM.  Please contact the 
school office if you are interested in volunteering. Additionally, our 8th grade is looking for-
ward to their trip to Washington DC on April 11th and April 12th. The students will be visit-
ing the National Cathedral and the Lincoln, Vietnam, Korean, FDR, and MLK Jr. Memori-

als.  Students will also visit the National Museum of African American History and Culture and the Smith-
sonian Museums.  

Jennifer Forte, 
Acting Principal 

1954-2018 
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Daycare News 

As Spring approaches, our daycare will be exploring the change of seasons.  Our students will also be explor-
ing plant growth and lifecycles. We are also in need of some new or gently used outdoor toys.  If you would 
like to make a donation, please contact the school office. 

The month of March has been a busy one for the children of Trinity's Early Childhood Center.  The Nursery 
and Pre-K classes have been preparing for The Circus, which they will perform for their family and friends on 
Friday, March 29. 

Also during March the children celebrated Read Across America and remembered Dr. Seuss on his birth-
day.  Celebrating Green days for St. Patrick’s were a highlight of the month as well. 

The children have also been learning about the events leading up to Easter and will continue to talk about 
these events as they prepare to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord with their families.    

Carolyn Gallegos, 
ECC Director 
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High 
Tea 

March 2, 2019 
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“The Trinity” (1979) by Siegfried Reinhardt (located in the East Wing) is an original pencil drawing 
on paper embellished with 14-karat gold leaf and was given in memory of John W. Arreola and his 
sister MaryAnn by their family and friends.   

Siegfried Reinhardt (1925-1984) was one of the nation’s 
most outstanding Lutheran artists!  His themes were quite 
often religious as shown in “The Trinity.”  Reinhardt uses the 
cross, triangle, dove, crown of thorns, pierced hand and 
three nails -- all Christian symbols depicting the three-in-one 
entities of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He also uses the 
Alpha and Omega symbols to represent Jesus as the 
beginning and end of all things  and as a reference to our 
One True God (Rev.22:13).  Reinhardt once explained his use 
of gold leaf that seemed to appear everywhere in his 
lettering, sculpture pieces, furniture, paintings and murals in 
that he was a “displaced medievalist -- in those days gold 
was considered a divine gift to man with which to reflect the 
glory of God,” he stated. 

Born in Germany, Reinhardt emigrated to north St. Louis with 
his family in 1928.  At the age of 18 his work was publicized 
by a columnist and critic for the old St. Louis Star-Times. In 
1942 Reinhardt had his first one-man show at a local gallery.  
After graduating from high school in 1944 and a stint in the 
Army Reinhardt received a BA degree in 1950 from Wash-
ington University.  He was artist-in-residence twice at Southern Illinois University and became per-
manent artist-in-residence at St. Louis Community College-Meramec. 

Reinhardt’s work spanned a host of media including:  furniture, enamels, graphics, metal etchings, 
murals and stained-glass windows.  His stained-glass windows grace churches throughout Missouri 
and the Midwest.  Among his many important achievements are “The Man of Sorrows,” painted on 
seven continuous half-hour weekly shows for National Educational Television in 1955; The Rand 
McNally Mural in Skokie, Illinois; two mosaic murals at Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana and the mosaic triptych for the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, which is displayed in 
the Visitors Center under the Arch, in St. Louis, Missouri.  Reinhardt won The Prize for Painting at 
Statzione Marittima, Trieste, Italy.  He also won The First International Exhibition of Sacred Art Award 
with his painting, “Crucifixion,” which is in the permanent collection at the Whitney Museum of 
American Art, NY.  Mr. Reinhardt is one of only two American artists whose works hang in the 
permanent collection of the Vatican Museum.  

Reinhardt’s work as a muralist may have gained him the most public notoriety.  “AVIATION:  An 
American Triumph” -- a 142 foot-long by 8 foot-high mural at Lambert St. Louis International Airport 
was completed in 1982.  The mural in images and symbolism portrays a patriotic view of the history 
of manned flight with emphasis on American and St. Louis achievements.  This was an epic work 
and held Reinhardt’s attention for nearly three years -- it was Reinhardt’s last major work. 
 
by Ellen Kerwin 
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Thursday, May 2, 2019 

 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Youth/Senior Room 
 

 

Refreshments Available 

 

Music: Wayne, Howard and Linda Hoeberlein 

 

Presentations: Joseph Bracconier, Deacon Doug Brosky, 

Denward Collins and John Haines 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Bring along your friends and  

we’ll all pray for our nation together! 


