
The Transfiguration of Our Lord  March 3, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Deuteronomy 34:1-12  

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. 
And the Lord showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the city 
of palm trees, as far as Zoar. And the Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over 
there.” So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord, and 
he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place of his burial to 
this day. Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. And the 
people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for 
Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him. So the people 
of Israel obeyed him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. And there has not arisen a prophet since in 
Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the 
Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, and for all the 
mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 
 
 
EPISTLE           Hebrews 3:1-6 

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of 
our confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God's house. 
For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house 
has more honor than the house itself. (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is 
God.) Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken 
later, but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our 
confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 9:28-36 

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the 
mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became 
dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and 
spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were with 
him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood 
with him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let 
us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. As he was 
saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 
And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the 
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what 
they had seen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ash Wednesday  March 6, 2019 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING         Joel 2:12-19 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God? 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; 
gather the children, even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 
Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep 
and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and make not your heritage a reproach, 
    a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
Then the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 
The Lord answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you 
    grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; 
and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations. 
 
EPISTLE          2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so 
that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by 
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through honor and 
dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well 
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving 
may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may 
be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head 



and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
 
First Sunday in Lent  March 10, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

“When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken 
possession of it and live in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest 
from your land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And you shall go to the priest who is 
in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that 
the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down 
before the altar of the Lord your God. 

“And you shall make response before the Lord your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went 
down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and 
populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. Then we cried to 
the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great 
deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O Lord, have given 
me.’ And you shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God. And you shall 
rejoice in all the good that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the 
sojourner who is among you. 
 
EPISTLE           Romans 10:8b-13 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 
him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 4:1-13 

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty 
days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was 
hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” And Jesus 
answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” And the devil took him up and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their 
glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours.” And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’” 

And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,’ and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” And when the devil had 
ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 



Second Sunday in Lent March 17, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Jeremiah 26:8-15 

And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the people, 
then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! Why have you 
prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, 
without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 

When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king's house to the house of the Lord 
and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lord. Then the priests and the prophets 
said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has 
prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 

Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to prophesy against this 
house and this city all the words you have heard. Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey 
the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. But 
as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. Only know for certain that if 
you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in 
truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 
 
 
EPISTLE           Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 
For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly 
things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 13:31-35 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” And 
he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and 
the third day I finish my course. Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, 
for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell 
you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Third Sunday in Lent March 24, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Ezekiel 33:7-20 

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you 
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, 
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins 
are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ Say to them, As I live, declares the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he 
transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his 
wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. Though I say to the 
righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous 
deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. Again, though I say to the 
wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, if the wicked restores 
the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he 
shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He 
has done what is just and right; he shall surely live. 

“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. When the 
righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. And when the wicked turns from 
his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by this. Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not 
just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.” 
 
EPISTLE           1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and 
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was 
Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters 
as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not 
put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did 
and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that 
he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 13:1-9 

There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 
perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse 
offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 
perish.” 

And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and 
found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig 
tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this 
year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.’” 



Fourth Sunday in Lent March 31, 2019 
 
FIRST READING           Isaiah 12:1-6 

You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, 
    for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, 
    that you might comfort me. 
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 
“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 
EPISTLE           2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.         
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 15:1-3, 11-32  

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees and the scribes 
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

So he told them this parable: 

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, 
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into 
his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough 
bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your 
hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And 
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 
And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ But he 
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, 
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 
lost, and is found.’” 


