
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  February 3, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God!  
Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” But the Lord said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 
and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” 
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, 

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 
 
EPISTLE          1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 

But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And 
if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass 
away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 
man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then 
I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 4:31-44 

And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, and they were 
astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. And in the synagogue there was a man who had 
the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out 
of him, having done him no harm. And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For 
with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” And reports about him went 
out into every place in the surrounding region. 

And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a 
high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left 
her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 

Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to 
him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. And demons also came out of many, crying, 
“You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he 
was the Christ. 

And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to 
him, and would have kept him from leaving them, but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” And he was preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany February 10, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his 
robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with 
smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for.” 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 
 
 
EPISTLE          1 Corinthians 14:12b-20 

… strive to excel in building up the church. 

Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 
prays but my mind is unfruitful. What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will 
sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how 
can anyone in the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not know what you 
are saying? For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up. I thank God 
that I speak in tongues more than all of you. Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my 
mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 5:1-11 

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake 
of Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And 
he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put 
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and 
took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a large 
number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with 
him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany February 17, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Jeremiah 17:5-8 

Thus says the Lord: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
    and makes flesh his strength, 
    whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
He is like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land. 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 
    whose trust is the Lord. 
He is like a tree planted by water, 
    that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
    for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
    for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 
 

 
EPISTLE          1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has 
not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true 
that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 6:17-26 

And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great 
multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him 
and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all the 
crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 
And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 

“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as 
evil, on account of the Son of Man!  Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in 
heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets. 

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 

“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 

“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets. 
 
 



The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany February 24, 2019 
 
FIRST LESSON          Genesis 45:3-15 

And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, 
for they were dismayed at his presence. 

So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two 
years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 
me, you and your children and your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 
There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and 
all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, 
that it is my mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have 
seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked 
with him. 
 
 
EPISTLE         1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying 
every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

Why are we in danger every hour? I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die every day! What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not 
raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 
Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. 
I say this to your shame. 

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” You foolish person! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare 
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of 
seed its own body. For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another 
for birds, and another for fish. There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of 
one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 6:27-38 

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who 
takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one 
who takes away your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to 
them. 

“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if 
you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if 
you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to 
get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be 
merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 


