All Saints’ Day November 4, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Revelation 7:9-17

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have
they come?” | said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

EPISTLE 1 John 3:1-3

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we
shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.



Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost November 11, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 1 Kings 17:8-16

Then the word of the Lord came to him, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.
Behold, | have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he
came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring
me a little water in a vessel, that | may drink.” And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said,
“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing baked,
only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now | am gathering a couple of sticks that | may go in
and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and
do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for
yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug
of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.” And she went and did as Elijah
said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug
of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

EPISTLE Hebrews 9:24-28

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the
high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, for then he would have had to suffer
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44

And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings in
the marketplaces and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour
widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich
people put in large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.
And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put in more than
all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”



Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost November 18, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Daniel 12:1-3

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be
delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those
who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like
the stars forever and ever.

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:11-25

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he
has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
“This is the covenant that | will make with them after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” then he adds,

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and
living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest
over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 13:1-13

And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and
what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left
here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”

And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him
privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be
accomplished?” And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my
name, saying, ‘1 am he!’ and they will lead many astray. And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not
be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the
beginning of the birth pains.

“But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and
you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. And the gospel must first
be proclaimed to all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious
beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the
Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures
to the end will be saved.



Thanksgiving Eve November 22, 2018

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 8:1-10

“The whole commandment that | command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply,
and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole
way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing
you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you
and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might
make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth
of the Lord. Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. Know then in
your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the
commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the Lord your God is
bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and
hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a
land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron,
and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God
for the good land he has given you.

EPISTLE Philippians 4:6-20

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the
God of peace will be with you.

| rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in
whatever situation | am to be content. | know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. | can do all
things through him who strengthens me.

Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the
gospel, when | left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you
only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. Not that | seek the gift, but | seek
the fruit that increases to your credit. | have received full payment, and more. | am well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and
Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a village, he
was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they
were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud
voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus
answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God
except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”



Last Sunday of the Church Year November 25, 2018

FIRST LESSON Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

“As | looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat;

his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool;

his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire.

A stream of fire issued and came out from before him;

a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;
the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

EPISTLE Jude 20 — 25

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves
in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on
those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the
garment stained by the flesh.

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his
glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion,
and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son
of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.
Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— lest he come suddenly
and find you asleep. And what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”



