
First Sunday in Advent  December 2, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Jeremiah 33:14-16 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, 
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem 
will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

 

EPISTLE          1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, as 
we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your 
faith? 

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 21:25-36 

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because 
of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the 
world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 

And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come out in leaf, you see 
for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this 
life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are 
going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Sunday in Advent  December 9, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON          Malachi 3:1-7b 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the 
fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 

“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your 
fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, 
says the Lord of hosts.  
 

EPISTLE           Philippians 1:2-11 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 
with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this 
way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all 
with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 
of God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 3:1-14 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 
share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized 
and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized 
to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 



Third Sunday in Advent  December 16, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON          Zephaniah 3:14-20  

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 
The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. 
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; 
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord. 

 

 

EPISTLE           Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 7:18-28 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them 
to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And when the men had 
come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?’” In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on 
many who were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed 
in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 
written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fourth Sunday in Advent  December 23, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON           Micah 5:2-5a  

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace. 

 

 

EPISTLE           Hebrews 10:5-10 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I have come to do 
your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 1:39-45 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Eve – The Nativity of Our Lord  December 24, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 7:10-14  

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 

 

EPISTLE            1 John 4:7-16 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, 
not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen 
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 
he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Day – The Nativity of Our Lord  December 25, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 52:7-10  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

EPISTLE            Hebrews 1:1-6 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 
by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God's angels worship him.” 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



First Sunday after Christmas  December 30, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON         Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15  

The Lord said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the 
people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 

Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out from this place. 

“When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give 
it to you, you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are 
males shall be the Lord's. Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it 
you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. And when in time to come 
your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of 
Egypt, from the house of slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the 
Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 

 

EPISTLE           Colossians 3:12-17 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 2:22-40 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, 
having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming 
up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him. 



New Year’s Eve  December 31, 2018 
 
FIRST LESSON          Isaiah 30:15-17  

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
    in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; 
    therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
    therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

 

 

EPISTLE           Romans 8:31b-39 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 12:35-40 

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for their master to 
come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 
dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the 
second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the 
master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 
broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


