The Good News
Deaf Ministry
Beginning!

Beginning October 14 in the late service, our Deaf
Ministry Team will be interpreting the worship service. We will be having some folks who will be
joining us for worship that are deaf. To introduce
ourselves to this new ministry, I would like to quote
a couple of things from an LCMS webpage for
Hearing Congregations.
Jargon
“Deaf” vs “deaf”
Deaf people who use American Sign Language do
not identify themselves as individuals with a pathology of hearing loss. Rather, they see themselves as
people with a unique language and cultural experience. Hence, we capitalize the word “Deaf” when
describing members of this community. Deaf ministry may properly be viewed as an ethnic ministry.
“Deaf” vs “Hearing Impaired”
The term “hearing impaired” was created by hearing people as a euphemistic alternative to “deaf”
and “hard of hearing.” However, members of the
Deaf community proudly identify themselves as
“Deaf” and prefer this label.
“Hard of Hearing”
People who are clinically described as having a
moderate to severe hearing loss may, with the
marginal help of hearing aids and a facility for lip-
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reading, successfully communicate orally in hearing
society. None the less, because many hard of hearing individuals share a common cultural experience
with those who have a profound hearing loss, including fluency in American Sign Language, they
find their identity in the Deaf community.
“Patience:” As we begin this new ministry, keep in
mind the following about having patience. Many
religious groups have attempted to minister to Deaf
people. Some have often emphasized the fellowship and social ministry aspects of ministry. Others
simply schedule an interpreter for Sunday worship
before they have invested in outreach into the Deaf
community. They have also tended to work for a
period to time and then give up.
Many Deaf people feel that hearing Christians
merely seek to target them for conversion without
making the long term commitment to understand
their culture and become their friends. If you want
to begin a mission with Deaf people, commit yourself to a long process which will have slow growth.
Fruitful Deaf ministry defies the popular business
model which seeks to channel resources where “we
want to get the biggest bang for the buck.” We
want to keep in mind the parables of the lost sheep
and the lost coin, as we ask ourselves, “If we don’t
tell Deaf people about Jesus, who will?”
That is why we are beginning.
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The Good News
From Pastor Hopkins continued...
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Here is how you can help make this ministry be successful:
1. Pray that the Lord will bless this ministry. Specifically pray that the advertising and word of this service gets to the people who need it.
2. That those who see the advertising are motivated to come and worship at
Trinity.
3. Be prepared to help out those who visit us. Show that you are happy that
they are coming. That means have a smile on your face (a nice non-verbal
clue to anyone). Be willing to help them around… like where bathrooms are
etc. That may mean walking with them to show them.
4. Let your friends, neighbors and family know we are beginning this ministry.
You may know a friend who perhaps has a deaf child or deaf spouse. Let
them know.
5. Pray that they join our family here at Trinity.
6. Funds to begin this ministry are coming from a grant that Trinity has received from LuHi. If you would like to financially contribute to this, the cost
of an interpreter is $100 per service. Write in the memo line, Deaf Ministry.
That will get it to the right place.
Now, you may be wondering where this person will stand in the service.
When looking at the altar, the interpreter will be on the left hand side of the
sanctuary near the baptismal font. Standing in front of the far left section
of the pews. Therefore, if someone comes in and needs to be able to see
the interpreter, encourage them to sit on the left side of the church… in
front of the lectern.
So on the second Sunday in October and Sundays after, when folks come in
that don’t look familiar to you, put a smile on your face and greet everyone
you do not know that they may feel welcome and loved. (This is something
we should be doing all the time!)
In addition to all the new beginnings, we will have a guest presentation on
Sunday October 6. Pastor Dunseth, Director of Deaf Ministry for Lutheran
Friends of the Deaf, will be here to speak to us regarding opportunities for Deaf Ministry on how we can be
even more involved with reaching out to this community with Interpreted Services being a great start. He
will speak for a few minutes after the early service and prior to the late service. I personally look forward to
him speaking for he goes all over the globe to help start deaf ministry.
As I think about this ministry, and quite frankly all the ministries we have going on here at Trinity, the following verses come immediately to mind:

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly that all that we ask or think, according to the power at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21
Remember this as you pray. It serves as a great reminder for what the Lord can
do!
Serving the Lord with you,

Pastor Hopkins

The Good News
From the Minister of Music
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NEW ORGAN UPDATE – AND SO IT BEGINS!
Starting on Monday, workmen from the Walker Organ Company in
Zionsville, PA will be here to begin installation of our new organ for a
week. You probably won't see too much when you come in next
week, since they will be mostly running wires and preparing the
church for the organ itself which will come on November 5. The
workmen will be mostly running wires and setting up the new speakers for the instrument. Most of the work will be done in the balcony,
but if you look close you will see some of it. During this time, our old organ will be
95% playable until the new console (the part of the organ that we normally call "the organ") arrives in November. In November they will be connecting everything and spending time on "voicing," which means adjusting the sounds on the organ to our room. We will have one weekend, November 10/11 where we will be
without an organ, as the installation and voicing continues. If all goes according to plan, the new instrument
will be used in worship for the first time on the weekend of November 17/18.
Henry DeVries,

Minister of Music

The Good News
Honor, Serve, Provide
The Capital Campaign Committee can report that as we turn our attention to Trinity
School’s 65th Anniversary, we now have 120 pledges of $204,000 toward our $210,000
three-year goal. We have received over $130,000 from those pledges and we are happy to
report from memorial gifts as well.
Individuals and groups across Trinity’s family have joined with the committee in this effort.
Members of the Board of Properties, who work non-stop to maintain our buildings, have
overseen projects detailed below. In addition, the Boy Scouts and the ushers have contributed to and have overseen the replacement of the church parking lot lighting to high intensity energy efficient lights, improving the security of the area.
With Campaign funds the Board of Properties has already:

overseen installation of new carpeting in the church

repaired numerous windows in the church and school

improved security with the addition of high intensity lighting in the Church parking lot and by adding
a new intercom at the school’s main entrance, and

renovated the science classroom (to be completed by the end of October).
In addition:
 the heating system is in the process of being repaired
 supplementary counseling services have been made available to church and school families
 further financial aid and scholarships have been provided to school families.
We also plan to replace the ceiling tiles in hallways and the multipurpose room, as well as replace lighting in
those ceilings with energy efficient lighting.
The progress this campaign has made is uplifting. We are looking forward to the next phase of the campaign:
observance of the school’s 65th anniversary. The “Back to School” Church service and barbecue were well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Please watch for details of the events being planned to celebrate the school’s 65th anniversary.
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The Good News
From the Deacon’s Desk

I bet that those of you who are willing to admit it, in the late 1950’s or early 1960’s were fans of Mad
Magazine. Do you remember the goofy looking guy who was the face of the magazine? Alfred E. Newman. His tag line was “What me worry? The point being made was he was not bright enough to worry
when worry was appropriate. Do you worry? Come on be honest. Let me admit that I do worry, and
many of the things I worry about are insignificant or beyond my control, but I still worry.
Things were no different at any point in history. People worried then and continue to do so today. Jesus,
as he delivered his Sermon on the Mount, addressed this issue. “I tell you do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing?” We may not worry about our next meal or what we will wear tomorrow. Today we
may worry about finances, relationships or work but the message is the same.
Jesus is telling us in these words to get our priorities correct. “Your heavenly Father knows you need
them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to
you.”
May we all let go and let God. What me worry? There is no need to worry because we are in the arms of
our loving God and when we keep our focus on him we have no worries. (Matthew 6:25-34)
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Debbie Vergara

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

The Good News
Board of Properties
The Board of Properties would like to thank the Boy Scout leaders who completed the installation of the
new LED parking lot lights and donated two of the four lights. In addition, using the lift that was rented to
install the lights, they repaired the vinyl siding on the front of 97 West Nicholai Street that had been damaged in high wind.
The Board would also like to that Mr. Staincamp and several Senior Youth boys who assisted in removing
the last pew in the balcony in preparation for the installation of new organ equipment.
Trinity’s kitchen has a new, fully compliant grease trap system, thanks to Richie Evans and two new exhaust fans, installed by the Board.
ECC classrooms received fresh paint on several exterior walls as a result of water intrusion.
Our school’s first grade classroom received an air conditioning unit as necessary for one of the students.
This required extensive electrical work.
And the nurse’s office was renovated!
John Haines
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The Good News
Board of Outreach

As we look at our town, as we look at Nassau County and our state and nation
we have to acknowledge that they have changed significantly over the past
decades. They are no longer the same places which existed when our church
was growing rapidly and expanding in the latter half of the 20th Century. Our
mission field has changed.
In the past, most people knew about Jesus even if they did not serve Him.
Outright pagans were few in number. The greatest missionary challenge that
this church had to face were nominal Christians who had a religious upbringing, perhaps were baptized and confirmed, but who had turned away from
God when they grew older.
In years past the nation was predominantly God-fearing, dominated by the Judeo-Christian ethic. People believed in hard work, integrity, honesty and decency. We have always had crime and criminals, but despite all
their faults, most people tried to live moral lives. Those who practiced sinful lifestyles were ostracized or imprisoned. Most people knew about Jesus even if they did not serve Him. Outright pagans were few in number.
As a result of recent immigration, this has changed significantly. There are thousands of pagans and agnostics at our doorstep in Hicksville, millions in the metropolitan area. Most of these immigrants know little or
nothing about Jesus Christ. In addition, due to the popularity of pluralism as well as the foreign religions imported by new immigrants, there are now scores of religions and philosophies competing for the attention of
our unchurched neighbors.
In an effort to attract new people many churches have blended Christianity with paganism. Many have incorporated beliefs, ideas and practices that are foreign to the Bible. Many water down the gospel of Jesus Christ
into another feel-good religion, a religion of self-fulfillment in which man is the central focus, not God. Truth
is only relative.
Most of us feel woefully unprepared for this new mission field. We feel discouraged; we feel we lack the
power, skill or energy to carry out that mission. We feel completely baffled by this challenge on our doorstep.
Yet God has placed us here for a reason. Like it or not, He has chosen us for this time and for His purpose.
And because He has chosen us He has given us the tools we need to carry out the mission, but they are His
tools not ours, not the ones we think up or that other men will tell us will work. They are the same tools
Christians have been using for the last 2000 years. He has given us His Holy Spirit to guide us, to empower
us to carry out that work. And He has also given us His Word of truth. Despite our faults, our church has
never abandoned its concern for the primacy of God's word and the sovereignty of God’s rule. We have
sought to maintain the purity of God’s truth. And now we find ourselves an outpost of truth smack dab in the
middle of pagan territory. We no longer have to send people to foreign nations to be missionaries. The mission field is right outside our front door.
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere

Celebrate Reformation Day!
October 31 is Reformation Day! Celebrate the day by buying an extra pumpkin and
carve a cross in it for those who come calling on you in the evening seeking candy. It is
an easy and great witness to your neighbors.

The Good News
Board of Stewardship
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Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the instruction and Word of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give. (Luke
6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6)

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing
fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In other
words, we’re not just doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did.
We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. We are born again, born from above, born of water
and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of God in Christ, through Baptism. And
since we are sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours
because of the Father’s grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity.
And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the
Church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven.
God gives us everything we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no bounds.
Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the
week to set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the Church.
We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us so to do; it is because we, as His children by grace,
want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want to
be like their parents.

. . . for the November 2018 issue are due no
later than noon on Wednesday, October 24!
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The Good News
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

On September 15, Trinity’s Lutheran Women in Mission held their annual garage sale. $1,480.00 was raised
with an additional $250.00 for LWML!
On Sunday, October 7, which is traditionally set aside as LWML Sunday, Trinity’s LWML will have an insert in
the weekend’s News and Notes with a list of their events for the 2018-2019 school year. You are invited and
encouraged to attend the following events so please mark your calendars for those you would like to attend!





Pork Roast Dinner
Advent Breakfast
Line Dancing
High Tea

November 9 at 6:00pm
December 1 at 9:00am
January 25 at 9:00pm
March 2 at 11:00am

$15.00
Free
$10.00
$10.00

Early registration is encouraged. Hope to see you at one or all of the above
events!
Yours in Christ,
Helen Peter,

LWML President

The Good News
Trinity Community Garden
The gardening season is wrapping up with weekly harvests. All the soil preparation, planting, and weeding
(plenty of weeding) has resulted in a nice harvest of tomatoes, eggplant, beans, peppers, carrots, and
peaches. Each week we harvest and deliver the vegetables to the Lutheran Social Services pantry at Grace
Lutheran in Uniondale. To date, 93 lbs. have been donated! Volunteers meet each Monday night and an occasional Saturday during the growing season from May to September. Look for an announcement next
spring if you would like to join us.
Howard Graves

The Good News
Trinity Lutheran School News
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We had very successful Back to School Nights on September 18 and 20. Effective
communication is essential for building school-family partnerships. It constitutes
the foundation for all other forms of family involvement in education. Parents influence their children’s attitudes about school, and support learning at
home. When parents are given the opportunity to become involved in the life of
the school, they make our schools better places to learn, grow and thrive. Trinity
will also be incorporating a breakfast program starting on October 1st. Eating a
healthy breakfast before starting the school day is linked to improved concentration, better test scores, increased energy, a higher intake of vitamins and minerals, and even a healthier body weight. It is our hope that this will help some of
1954-2018
our students to better face the school day. Other exciting events include the 7th
grade trip to Boston on October 11th and 12th. As well as our 5th grade trip to Philadelphia on October
26th. The students are looking forward to these educational experiences.
Jennifer Forte,

Acting Principal

The Good News
Early Childhood Center News
In Trinity’s Early Childhood Center we were so excited to welcome back all of our families and most importantly the children! The school year is now in full swing and we can hardly believe it is Fall. All of the classes
are already super busy learning new things, singing, dancing, and of course playing! Our Pre-K classes have
begun their work learning about healthy habits, patterns, among many other interesting topics. The Nursery
classes have been learning about themselves, hearing stories, and enjoying playing with their new
friends. Our smallest toddler classes are adjusting to school and gaining some independence through song,
story and play time. Wishing you all a Fall full of blessings!
Carolyn Gallegos,

ECC Director

The Good News
Comfort Dog Ministry
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Well it’s finally
official, we have
made the map
as a pending
church! There
has been one
minor change to
the map and
that is Jen Marr,
originally from
team Addie and Leah (whom Pastor Froehlich
arranged to visit us when he was here) and her
church in Virginia, they just had Amos placed
with them this weekend. So excited for their
team as we continue to pray for their ministry!
We continue to grow with our team. October
will be a very busy month for us. First we will
be participating in Mill Neck Manor’s Apple Festival to again spread the word about our ministry. Then the team will be hosting Trinity’s first annual Trunk or Treat. If
you are not participating in decorating a trunk, please consider donating treats to be handed out. A table will be set up
in between services to sign up for a trunk or to drop off treats. There is already some great buzzing around the community about our event. It will be a haunting good time!
Lastly we have our Regional Team Meeting in Connecticut this month. We have a great time meeting with our other
ministry partners and going out into the community to share the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ. We may not have a dog but we can always provide comfort.
Comfort On!!

The Good News
Trinity’s Annual Food Drive
500 for 500 Church and School Food Drive
Our annual food drive for our food baskets, Blessing Box and Lutheran Social Services is this month. We are
collecting in October instead of November because if we collect 500 food items this month, Thrivent Financial
will donate $500.00 to The NEW LIFE Center in Uniondale. This important ministry restocks Trinity’s food
pantry and Blessing Box, provides food for our Thanksgiving baskets and helps feed the needy throughout
Nassau County. We coordinate this food drive along
with the school’s National Junior Honor Society. Please
donate canned fruit, vegetables and beans, boxed potatoes and stuffing, rice, pasta and sauce, cereal, oatmeal, soup, cookies, tea, coffee, peanut butter and
jelly, paper goods and personal care items. Monetary
donations to be used for grocery gift cards is always
appreciated, please mark for Thanksgiving baskets.
Thank-you for sharing your blessings!
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The Good News
Bible Study News

Beginning on Wednesday, October 17, Pastor Hopkins will be leading a new Bible study! We will be delving into the Gospel of Mark
which “emphasizes that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus
announced the Kingdom of God, healed the sick, and died as a ransom for sinners. In addition to Jesus, Mark features three main
groups of people: the disciples, the crowds, and the religious leaders, none of whom understood Jesus. When the time came for Jesus to go to the cross, the religious leaders
arrested him, the disciples abandoned him, and the crowds jeered him. Only when he died alone on the
cross did a Roman centurion recognize that he was the Son of God. Though the book is anonymous, tradition identifies John Mark (Acts 12:12) as the author. He may have based his Gospel on Peter's preaching,
writing sometime in the 50’s or 60’s a.d.”
This Bible study will be held on Wednesdays at 7:00pm in the Youth/Senior Room and will initially run for
five weeks, until we begin Advent. After the Christmas holiday, it will then pick up on Wednesday, January 2
and continue up until the Wednesday before Ash Wednesday.
All are invited to attend! And if you cannot physically make the class, Pastor Hopkins will be going LIVE on
Facebook so that you can take part right from your own living room!
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study
Tuesday, 3:30—4:30pm in the Stammel Center
Beginning on October 2, we are going to look at the Reformation and the events that began and followed the
suggestion for a debate that was posted on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517.
We will be viewing and supplementing a presentation on Luther and the Reformation produced by Lutheran
Hour Ministries. Everyone is invited to join in these lively interactive sessions as we strengthen our relationship with the Lord and our fellow Christians.
Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study
Wednesdays, 9:30—11:00am in the Youth/Senior Room
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study Group will be kicking off the school year with their annual communion breakfast on Wednesday, September 12. Please join them at 9:30am for a time of worship, breakfast, fellowship and study. They will continue to meet each Wednesday throughout the school year in the
Youth Senior Room 9:30am.
Wednesday Evening Ladies Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:00—8:30pm in the Stammel Center
A group of Sisters-in-Christ who explore God’s Word, searching to discover and understand Him better. At the
Wednesday Evening Ladies Bible Study, we learn and laugh as we help and support each other, and apply
God’s word to our own lives. A diverse group of women with different backgrounds, we thank God for the
opportunity to enjoy being together to care and share as we seek to grow in Christ. We would be delighted if
you would consider joining our cheerful, comfortable flexible group as we learn, help and pray for each other.
We are presently studying the minor prophets, Hosea, Joel and Amos. Please join us!
Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sundays, 10:45—11:45am in the Youth/Senior Room
The Sunday morning Bible study group is currently studying “Monumental Mountaintops,” taking a look at Old
and New Testament mountaintop experiences. Everyone is invited to attend!

The Good News
The Art at Trinity
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“MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD MY SAVIOR” is the title of the round stained glass panel located above
the double doorway entrance of the Stammel Foyer. It was given by the Kramer family and the people of
Trinity Lutheran Church in memory of the life and ministry of Stanley J. Kramer.
The large, four-foot round panel was designed by
Ellen Kerwin, Art teacher at Trinity Lutheran
Church and School. The design style along with
the same combination of Spectrum Water, Wissmach Opalescent and German Antique Glass complement the two existent memorial windows designed by Stan Kramer. It was a great honor for
Guy Somers of Somers Stained Glass, Stony
Brook, NY, to be asked to craft this panel memorializing Stan. He and Stan had developed a close
working relationship when they had designed and
executed the four existing Kramer stained glass
windows at Trinity.
The title for the stained glass panel was taken
from the Magnificat, an ancient Christian hymn
also known as “The Song of Mary.” Mary sang
these words “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” in the Gospel of Luke when
she expressed her joy in knowing she was carrying the Savior of the world in her womb. These words have
special significance to all Christians because they teach us how to properly praise God and put the emphasis
on the Lord and His gifts to us.
The triangle (which symbolizes the Trinity) serves to unify the entire panel, for it is the basis of all Christian
doctrine: God, three persons in one, is the Father who created and sustains the world, Christ Jesus who provides for the forgiveness of our sins, and the Holy Spirit who guides us and sanctifies our Christian life.
Three doves are featured on each side of the triangle. In scripture, the dove symbolizes the Holy Spirit. The
doves serve to represent ministries of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer.
The descending dove (left) reminds us of Jesus’ baptism in Matthew 3:16b, “and behold, the heavens were
opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him…” It also
reminds all believers of our own baptismal day when we were adopted into the family of God. The cross adjacent to the dove symbolizes God’s grace to us; the sacrifice of His only Son for our eternal salvation.
The center dove reminds all Christians that the Holy Spirit lives in each one of us. As Romans 12:6a states
“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given us, let us use them…” We are encouraged to use our
God-given talents to glorify Christ and He will send His Spirit to be our Teacher and Helper. By the ministry
of the Holy Spirit our sins are revealed through God’s law. God’s Spirit will work through prayer to intercede
for us. By God’s promise all Christians can call upon the Holy Spirit to be our Comforter in times of need.
The ascending dove (top right) is a symbolic reminder to all believers to follow the Spirit’s guidance in all our
thoughts, words and actions. Galations 5:25 states, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the
Spirit.” This dove also represents God’s promise that His Spirit is with us, “And behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
The three doves are entwined in festive colored ribbons. They are joined by the fanfare of trumpets in joyous celebration announcing the glorious news of our salvation through Christ Jesus. Praises and thanksgiving
are echoed from generation to generation in a continuous jubilee for all those who walk in the Spirit.
By Ellen Kerwin

