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Deaf Ministry  
Beginning!  

 
Beginning October 14 in the late service, our Deaf 
Ministry Team will be interpreting the worship ser-
vice.  We will be having some folks who will be 
joining us for worship that are deaf.  To introduce 
ourselves to this new ministry, I would like to quote 
a couple of things from an LCMS webpage for 
Hearing Congregations. 

Jargon  

ñDeafò vs ñdeafò 
Deaf people who use American Sign Language do 
not identify themselves as individuals with a pathol-
ogy of hearing loss. Rather, they see themselves as 
people with a unique language and cultural experi-
ence. Hence, we capitalize the word ñDeafò when 
describing members of this community. Deaf minis-
try may properly be viewed as an ethnic ministry.  

ñDeafò vs ñHearing Impairedò 
The term ñhearing impairedò was created by hear-
ing people as a euphemistic alternative to ñdeafò 
and ñhard of hearing.ò However, members of the 
Deaf community proudly identify themselves as 
ñDeafò and prefer this label.  

ñHard of Hearingò 
People who are clinically described as having a 
moderate to severe hearing loss may, with the 
marginal help of hearing aids and a facility for lip -

reading, successfully communicate orally in hearing 
society. None the less, because many hard of hear-
ing individuals share a common cultural experience 
with those who have a profound hearing loss, in-
cluding fluency in American Sign Language, they 
find their identity in the Deaf community.  

ñPatience:ò As we begin this new ministry, keep in 
mind the following about having patience. Many 
religious groups have attempted to minister to Deaf 
people. Some have often emphasized the fellow-
ship and social ministry aspects of ministry. Others 
simply schedule an interpreter for Sunday worship 
before they have invested in outreach into the Deaf 
community. They have also tended to work for a 
period to time and then give up.  

Many Deaf people feel that hearing Christians 
merely seek to target them for conversion without 
making the long term commitment to understand 
their culture and become their friends. If you want 
to begin a mission with Deaf people, commit your-
self to a long process which will have slow growth.  

Fruitful Deaf ministry defies the popular business 
model which seeks to channel resources where ñwe 
want to get the biggest bang for the buck.ò We 
want to keep in mind the parables of the lost sheep 
and the lost coin, as we ask ourselves, ñIf we donôt 
tell Deaf people about Jesus, who will?ò 

That is why we are beginning.           
    Continued... 
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Here is how you can help make this ministry be successful: 

1. Pray that the Lord will bless this ministry.  Specifically pray that the adver-
tising and word of this service gets to the people who need it.  

2. That those who see the advertising are motivated to come and worship at 
Trinity. 

3. Be prepared to help out those who visit us.  Show that you are happy that 
they are coming.  That means have a smile on your face (a nice non-verbal 
clue to anyone).  Be willing to help them aroundé like where bathrooms are 
etc.  That may mean walking with them to show them.  

4. Let your friends, neighbors and family know we are beginning this ministry.  
You may know a friend who perhaps has a deaf child or deaf spouse.  Let 
them know. 

5. Pray that they join our family here at Trinity.  

6. Funds to begin this ministry are coming from a grant that Trinity has re-
ceived from LuHi.  If you would like to financially contribute to this, the cost 
of an interpreter is $100 per service.  Write in the memo line, Deaf Ministry. 
That will get it to the right place.  

Now, you may be wondering where this person will stand in the service.  
When looking at the altar, the interpreter will be on the left hand side of the 
sanctuary near the baptismal font.  Standing in front of the far left section 
of the pews.  Therefore, if someone comes in and needs to be able to see 
the interpreter, encourage them to sit on the left side of the churché in 
front of the lectern.  

So on the second Sunday in October and Sundays after, when folks come in 
that donôt look familiar to you, put a smile on your face and greet everyone 
you do not know that they may feel welcome and loved.  (This is something 
we should be doing all the time!)  

In addition to all the new beginnings, we will have a guest presentation on 
Sunday October 6.  Pastor Dunseth, Director of Deaf Ministry for Lutheran 
Friends of the Deaf, will be here to speak to us regarding opportunities for Deaf Ministry on how we can be 
even more involved with reaching out to this community with Interpreted Services being a great start.  He 
will speak for a few minutes after the early service and prior to the late service.  I personally look forward to 
him speaking for he goes all over the globe to help start deaf ministry.  

As I think about this ministry, and quite frankly all the ministries we have going on here at Trinity, the follow-
ing verses come immediately to mind: 

ñNow to him who is able to do far more abundantly that all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever.  Amen.ò  Ephesians 3:20-21 

Remember this as you pray.  It serves as a great reminder for what the Lord can 
do! 
 
Serving the Lord with you,  

Pastor Hopkins 
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NEW ORGAN UPDATE ï AND SO IT BEGINS!    

Starting on Monday, workmen from the Walker Organ Company in 
Zionsville, PA will be here to begin installation of our new organ for a 
week.  You probably won't see too much when you come in next 
week, since they will be mostly running wires and preparing the 
church for the organ itself which will come on November 5.  The 
workmen will be mostly running wires and setting up the new speak-
ers for the instrument.  Most of the work will be done in the balcony, 
but if you look close you will see some of it.  During this time, our old organ will be 
95% playable until the new console (the part of the organ that we normally call "the organ") arrives in No-
vember.  In November they will be connecting everything and spending time on "voicing," which means ad-
justing the sounds on the organ to our room. We will have one weekend, November 10/11 where we will be 
without an organ, as the installation and voicing continues. If all goes according to plan, the new instrument 
will be used in worship for the first time on the weekend of November 17/18.  

Henry DeVries, 
Minister of Music 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Honor, Serve, Provide 

The Capital Campaign Committee can report that as we turn our attention to Trinity 
Schoolôs 65th Anniversary, we now have 120 pledges of $204,000 toward our $210,000 
three-year goal.  We have received over $130,000 from those pledges and we are happy to 
report from memorial gifts as well.  

Individuals and groups across Trinityôs family have joined with the committee in this effort. 
Members of the Board of Properties, who work non-stop to maintain our buildings, have 
overseen projects detailed below. In addition, the Boy Scouts and the ushers have contrib-

uted to and have overseen the replacement of the church parking lot lighting to high intensity energy effi-
cient lights, improving the security of the area.  

 With Campaign funds the Board of Properties has already: 
¶  overseen installation of new carpeting in the church  
¶  repaired numerous windows in the church and school 
¶  improved security with the addition of high intensity lighting in the Church parking lot and by adding  
      a new intercom at the schoolôs main entrance, and 
¶  renovated the science classroom (to be completed by the end of October). 

In addition:  
¶ the heating system is in the process of being repaired 
¶ supplementary counseling services have been made available to church and school families 
¶ further financial aid and scholarships have been provided to school families. 

We also plan to replace the ceiling tiles in hallways and the multipurpose room, as well as replace lighting in 
those ceilings with energy efficient lighting.  

The progress this campaign has made is uplifting. We are looking forward to the next phase of the campaign: 
observance of the schoolôs 65th anniversary. The ñBack to Schoolò Church service and barbecue were well at-
tended and thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

Please watch for details of the events being planned to celebrate the schoolôs 65th anniversary.  
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Your Deacons:  Doug Brosky  Betsy Lazarek  Debbie Vergara 

   Anthony Cavaliere Peg Ruhs  Lynn Waldeck 

I bet that those of you who are willing to admit it, in the late 1950ôs or early 1960ôs were fans of Mad 
Magazine. Do you remember the goofy looking guy who was the face of the magazine?  Alfred E. New-
man. His tag line was ñWhat me worry? The point being made was he was not bright enough to worry 
when worry was appropriate.  Do you worry?  Come on be honest. Let me admit that I do worry, and 
many of the things I worry about are insignificant or beyond my control, but I still worry.  

Things were no different at any point in history. People worried then and continue to do so today.  Jesus, 
as he delivered his Sermon on the Mount, addressed this issue.  ñI tell you do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body. Is not life more than food and the body 
more than clothing?ò  We may not worry about our next meal or what we will wear tomorrow. Today we 
may worry about finances, relationships or work but the message is the same.  

Jesus is telling us in these words to get our priorities correct.  ñYour heavenly Father knows you need 
them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to 
you.ò 

May we all let go and let God. What me worry?  There is no need to worry because we are in the arms of 
our loving God and when we keep our focus on him we have no worries. (Matthew 6:25 -34)   

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Board of Properties 

The Board of Properties would like to thank the Boy Scout leaders who completed the installation of the 
new LED parking lot lights and donated two of the four lights. In addition, using the lift that was rented to 
install the lights, they repaired the vinyl siding on the front of 97 West Nicholai Street that had been dam-
aged in high wind. 

The Board would also like to that Mr. Staincamp and several Senior Youth boys who assisted in removing 
the last pew in the balcony in preparation for the installation of new organ equipment.  

Trinityôs kitchen has a new, fully compliant grease trap system, thanks to Richie Evans and two new ex-
haust fans, installed by the Board. 

ECC classrooms received fresh paint on several exterior walls as a result of water intrusion. 

Our schoolôs first grade classroom received an air conditioning unit as necessary for one of the students.  
This required extensive electrical work. 

And the nurseôs office was renovated! 

 
John Haines 
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As we look at our town, as we look at Nassau County and our state and nation 
we have to acknowledge that they have changed significantly over the past 
decades. They are no longer the same places which existed when our church 
was growing rapidly and expanding in the latter half of the 20 th Century. Our 
mission field has changed.  

In the past, most people knew about Jesus even if they did not serve Him. 
Outright pagans were few in number. The greatest missionary challenge that 
this church had to face were nominal Christians who had a religious upbring-
ing, perhaps were baptized and confirmed, but who had turned away from 
God when they grew older.  

In years past the nation was predominantly God-fearing, dominated by the Judeo-Christian ethic. People be-
lieved in hard work, integrity, honesty and decency. We have always had crime and criminals, but despite all 
their faults, most people tried to live moral lives. Those who practiced sinful lifestyles were ostracized or im-
prisoned. Most people knew about Jesus even if they did not serve Him. Outright pagans were few in num-
ber.  

As a result of recent immigration, this has changed significantly. There are thousands of pagans and agnos-
tics at our doorstep in Hicksville, millions in the metropolitan area. Most of these immigrants know little or 
nothing about Jesus Christ. In addition, due to the popularity of pluralism as well as the foreign religions im-
ported by new immigrants, there are now scores of religions and philosophies competing for the attention of 
our unchurched neighbors. 

In an effort to attract new people many churches have blended Christianity with paganism. Many have incor-
porated beliefs, ideas and practices that are foreign to the Bible. Many water down the gospel of Jesus Christ 
into another feel -good religion, a religion of self -fulfillment in which man is the central focus, not God. Truth 
is only relative. 

Most of us feel woefully unprepared for this new mission field. We feel discouraged; we feel we lack the 
power, skill or energy to carry out that mission. We feel completely baffled by this challenge on our doorstep.  

Yet God has placed us here for a reason. Like it or not, He has chosen us for this time and for His purpose. 
And because He has chosen us He has given us the tools we need to carry out the mission, but they are His 
tools not ours, not the ones we think up or that other men will tell us will work. They are the same tools 
Christians have been using for the last 2000 years. He has given us His Holy Spirit to guide us, to empower 
us to carry out that work. And He has also given us His Word of truth. Despite our faults, our church has 
never abandoned its concern for the primacy of God's word and the sovereignty of Godôs rule. We have 
sought to maintain the purity of Godôs truth. And now we find ourselves an outpost of truth smack dab in the 
middle of pagan territory. We no longer have to send people to foreign nations to be missionaries. The mis-
sion field is right outside our front door.  
 
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere 

Celebrate Reformation Day!  
 
October 31 is Reformation Day!  Celebrate the day by buying an extra pumpkin and 
carve a cross in it for those who come calling on you in the evening seeking candy.  It is 
an easy and great witness to your neighbors. 
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. . . for the November 2018 issue are due no 
later than noon on Wednesday, October 24!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the instruc-
tion and Word of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give. (Luke 

6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6)  

But thereôs more to it than just obligation. Weôre not just trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing 
fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In other 
words, weôre not just doing what our Father said, weôre also doing what He did. 

We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. We are born again, born from above, born of water 
and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of God in Christ, through Baptism. And 
since we are sons, we are heirs ï heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours 
because of the Fatherôs grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eter-
nity. 

And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heav-
enly Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the 
Church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven. 

God gives us everything we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no bounds. 
Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the 
week to set aside a generous portion of Godôs daily bread for His work in the Church. 

We donôt do this simply because He has commanded us so to do; it is because we, as His children by grace, 
want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want to 
be like their parents.  


