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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome

All three Readings today ring out with the gift of humility. Jeremiah, deeply hurt by those
who sought to destroy him, still humbly leaves vengeance to the Lord. James exhorts
believers not to think of themselves as wiser than anyone else, especially when the
evidence of their lives was full of bitter jealousy and selfish ambition. James urges the
wise to repent and to exhibit the humility Christ demonstrated by being “peaceable,
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.” When Jesus
makes clear that He is on a path that leads to humiliation on the cross, the disciples
haughtily argue about who among them is the greatest. By this they demonstrate that
they did not understand what Jesus was saying. Jesus then teaches that the greatest
thing in life is to be the servant of all. And to show them the simplicity of it, He picks up a
child and exhorts them to receive him in humility. We live in a world still ruled much of
the time by brashness, boasting, and exulting in lording over others. At times we are
tempted to treat others who are not Christians in these sinful ways. Yet these Readings
work together to show us another way to live—humbly trusting God.

Holy Communion

We believe that Christ's body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, and that
we receive the forgiveness of sins along with the bread and wine in this Holy Meal. As a
“Family Church,” we invite those who share this understanding, and who desire God’s
forgiveness and strength, to join with us in receiving Holy Communion. (Gluten free
wafers are available.) If you have any questions, please speak to our pastor at any time.
All worshippers are asked to fill out the “Fellowship Pad” in the pew and pass it down.
After all have signed, please leave the pad at the end of the pew to be picked up after
worship. Please stand where indicated with a <. Thank you!

PRELUDE "Elegy" - Biery
GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS
+» SHARING OF THE PEACE We encourage you to leave your pew and greet new people!

+ Please stand and face the cross during the procession to the altar +
s HYMN “Greet the Rising Sun” LSB 871

% INVOCATION

(P) In the name of the Father, and of the *I- Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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% CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

(P)

®E

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [I John 1:8-9]

+ Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination +

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and for his sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of
the *I- Son, and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]
Amen.

< HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God in the Highest
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+ PRAYER

P)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (9:00)

OLD TESTAMENT

The Lord be with you.

o \
And al - so with you.

Let us pray.

O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility and
childlike faith that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord made it known to me and | knew; then you showed me their deeds.
But | was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.
I did not know it was against me they devised schemes, saying,
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Jeremiah 11:18-20



“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”

But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind,

let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have | committed my cause.

R) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE James 3:13-4:10

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his
works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits,
impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who
make peace.

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously
over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it
says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to
mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt
you.

R) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

% ALLELUIA and VERSE
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

% GOSPEL LESSON Mark 9:30-37
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to
know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be

delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three
days he will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.

And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What
were you discussing on the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued
with one another about who was the greatest. And he sat down and called the twelve.
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said
to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

<+ HYMN OF THE DAY ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411
SERMON Pastor John Hopkins

+ Please turn and face your fellow members across the center aisle +
«» APOSTLES’ CREED (6:30/9:00)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will

come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
6



Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

OFFERING + Please pass the Fellowship Pad at this time +

OFFERING VOLUNTARY (6:30) "Greet the Rising Sun" - Kosche
TRINITY CHOIR (9:00) “Whoever Would Be Great Among You” - Nelson

Whoever would be great among you, must become your servant, and whoever
would be first among you, must be a slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be
served, but to serve. And to give His life as a ransom for many.

< OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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<+ PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.

And al-so with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who humbled Himself, suffered, and died on the cross and is
now risen and exalted at the right hand of God, so that we be people who are
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and
sincere. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
+ THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

s PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death

until he comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

% LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

< AGNUS DEI Lamb of God

have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
“Father Welcomes” LSB 605
< NUNC DIMITTIS Song of Simeon
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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% CLOSING PRAYER

God of steadfast love, we thank You that in this Holy Communion You have filled
us with encouragement, comfort, and joy. Send us out into our daily lives
renewed and ready humbly to look to the needs of others; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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+ BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
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+ Please stand and face the cross during the recession from the altar. +

< HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842

+ DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "Festival Voluntary" - Peeters

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday/Sunday September 29/30

6:30 PM Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
9:00 AM Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
10:45 AM Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
Saturday/Sunday  October 6/7
6:30 PM Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
9:00 AM Traditional Worship with Holy Communion

10:45 AM Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
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