Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 2, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

“And now, O lIsrael, listen to the statutes and the rules that | am teaching you, and do them, that you may live,
and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. You shall not
add to the word that | command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your
God that | command you.

Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who,
when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” For
what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon
him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that | set before you
today?

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children's
children—

EPISTLE Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the
readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to
me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains,
that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:14-23

And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: There is nothing
outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile
him.” And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. And
he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person
from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he
declared all foods clean.) And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of
the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit,
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”



Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 9, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 35:4-7a

Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;

the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

EPISTLE James 2:1-10, 14-18

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. For if a man
wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes
in, and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while
you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” have you not then made distinctions
among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen
those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those
who love him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the
ones who drag you into court? Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were
called?

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are
doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and | will
show you my faith by my works.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:31-37

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the
Decapolis. And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him
to lay his hand on him. And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after
spitting touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. And Jesus charged them
to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. And they were astonished
beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost September 16, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 50:4-10
The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught,
that | may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious;
| turned not backward.
| gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard,;
I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.

But the Lord God helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like a flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.

Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me.

Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.

Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of his servant?
Let him who walks in darkness and has no light
trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.

EPISTLE James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with
greater strictness. For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a
perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us,
we guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong
winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The
tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on
fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by
mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless
our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and salt water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs?
Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.



HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:14-29

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them.
And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him.
And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” And someone from the crowd answered him,
“Teacher, | brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. And whenever it seizes him, it
throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So | asked your disciples to cast it
out, and they were not able.” And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am | to be with you?
How long am | to bear with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw
him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And
Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has
often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and
help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” Immediately the
father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came
running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, | command you, come
out of him and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the
boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him
up, and he arose. And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not
cast it out?” And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”



Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 23, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Jeremiah 11:18-20

The Lord made it known to me and | knew; then you showed me their deeds.

But | was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.

I did not know it was against me they devised schemes, saying,

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”

But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind,

let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have | committed my cause.

EPISTLE James 3:13-4:10

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the
truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within
you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You
do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on
your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is
to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But
he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before
the Lord, and he will exalt you.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, for he was
teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and
they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand the saying,
and were afraid to ask him.

And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on
the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.
And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all
and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to
them, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me
but him who sent me.”



Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 30, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

Now the rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept again and said,
“Oh that we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but
this manna to look at.”

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And the anger of the
Lord blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you dealt ill with your
servant? And why have | not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did |
conceive all this people? Did | give them birth, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a
nurse carries a nursing child,’” to the land that you swore to give their fathers? Where am | to get meat to give
to all this people? For they weep before me and say, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.” | am not able to carry all
this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me. If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if | find favor in
your sight, that | may not see my wretchedness.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the
elders of the people and officers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand
there with you.

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of
the people and placed them around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and
took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on
them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on
them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the
camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the
son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” But Moses said to him,
“Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord's people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit
on them!”

EPISTLE James 5:13-20

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you
sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a man with a
nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain
on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that
whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.



HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:38-50

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,
because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us. For truly, |
say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his
reward.

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone
were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if
your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with
two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” For everyone will
be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt
in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”



