Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost October 7, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 2:18-25

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.” Now
out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was
its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.
But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the
man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

EPISTLE Hebrews 2:1-13

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For since the
message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just
retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it
was attested to us by those who heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. It has been testified
somewhere,

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him?
You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor,
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to him. But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely
Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make
the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all
have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying,

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation | will sing your praise.”
And again, “I will put my trust in him.”
And again, “Behold, | and the children God has given me.”

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:2-16

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of
divorce and to send her away.” And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no
longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his
wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery.”

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when
Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child
shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.



Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost October 14, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Seek the Lord and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth!

They hate him who reproves in the gate, and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
Therefore because you trample on the poor and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them;

you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.

For | know how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside the needy in the gate.
Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an evil time.
Seek good, and not evil, that you may live;

and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, as you have said.

Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate;

it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

EPISTLE Hebrews 3:12-19

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the
living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened
by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm
to the end. As it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? And with
whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?
And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? So we see
that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:17-22

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good
except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do
not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.” And he said to him, “Teacher, all these
I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell
all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”
Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.



Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost October 21, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is
vanity. When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see
them with his eyes? Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the
rich will not let him sleep.

There is a grievous evil that | have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, and those
riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. As he came from
his mother's womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry
away in his hand. This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is there to him
who toils for the wind? Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.

Behold, what | have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which
one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. Everyone also to
whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his
toil—this is the gift of God. For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him
occupied with joy in his heart.

EPISTLE Hebrews 4:1-13

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have
failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them,
because they were not united by faith with those who listened. For we who have believed enter that rest, as he
has said,

”

“As | swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he has somewhere spoken of the
seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” And again in this passage he
said,

“They shall not enter my rest.”

Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter
because of disobedience, again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in
the words already quoted,

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.”

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. So then, there remains
a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as
God did from his.

Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the word
of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from
his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:23-31

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter
the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children,
how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who
can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are
possible with God.” Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said,
“Truly, | say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers
and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. But
many who are first will be last, and the last first.”



Reformation Sunday October 28, 2018

FIRST LESSON Revelation 14:6-7

Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give
him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea
and the springs of water.”

EPISTLE Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will
be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets
bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the
law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have
never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does
not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.



