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Third Sunday of Easter
Welcome
We may have a tendency to think of repentance as a painful thing, as something to
dread and avoid at all costs. After all, repentance means admitting we were wrong. It
may be embarrassment, guilt, shame, or pride that makes repentance difficult. Yet you
have probably experienced the joy of repentance as well, the relief of confessing your
sins, the wonder of grace that flows to us in forgiveness. You may be holding on to a
dark secret or a stubborn grudge. Bring your heavy burdens to the Lord today. He has
forgiven you and has called you His beloved child.
Holy Communion
We believe that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, and that
we receive the forgiveness of sins along with the bread and wine in this Holy Meal. As a
“Family Church,” we invite those who share this understanding, and who desire God’s
forgiveness and strength, to join with us in receiving Holy Communion. (Gluten free
wafers are available.) If you have any questions, please speak to our pastor at any time.
All worshippers are asked to fill out the “Fellowship Pad” in the pew and pass it down.
After all have signed, please leave the pad at the end of the pew to be picked up after
worship. Please stand where indicated with a . Thank you!
PRELUDE

'Two setting of "Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands"'

- Bach

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS
 SHARING OF THE PEACE We encourage you to leave your pew and greet new people!
+ Please stand and face the cross during the procession to the altar +
 HYMN

“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”

LSB 490

 INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

 CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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C

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
[I John 1:8-9]
+ Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination +

P
C

P

C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for you and for his sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of
the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]
Amen.

 HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast
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 PRAYER
P

The Lord be with you.

P

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son, You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death,
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (9:00)

Deacon Kathy Funfgeld

FIRST READING

Acts 3:11-21

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them
in the portico called Solomon's. And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men
of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own
power or piety we have made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release
him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this
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we are witnesses. And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this
perfect health in the presence of you all.
“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But
what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus
fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the
Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring
all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.
R
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

1 John 3:1-7

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is
no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has
either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.
R
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 ALLELUIA (Sing twice before the Gospel and once after)

LSB 952

Public domain
© 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker; admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013091.

 GOSPEL LESSON
P

Luke 24:36-49

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
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As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to
them, “Peace to you!” But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a
spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I
am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 HYMN OF THE DAY

“With High Delight Let Us Unite”

SERMON

LSB 483
Pastor John Hopkins

+ Please turn and face your fellow members across the center aisle +
 NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
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and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
A
C

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

OFFERING

+ Please pass the Fellowship Pad at this time +

TRINITY CHOIR (9:00) “Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands”

– arr. Cherwien

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands for our offenses given; but now at God’s
right hand he stands and brings us life from heaven.There for let us joyful be and sing to
God right thankfully loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia! No son of man could conquer
death, such ruin sin had wrought us. No innocence was found on earth, and therefore
death had brought us into bondage from of old and ever grew more strong and bold and
held us as its captive. Alleluia! Christ Jesus, God’s own Son, came down, his people to
deliver; destroying sin, he took the crown from death forever: stripped of power, no
more it reigns; an empty form alone remains – its sting is lost forever. Alleluia! Here
our true Paschal Lamb we see, whom God so freely gave us; he died on the accursed
tree – so strong his love to save us. See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to
it; death passes o’er, and Satan cannon harm us. Alleluia! So let us keep the festival to
which the Lord invites us; Christ is himself the joy of all, the sun that warms and lights
us. Now his grace to us imparts eternal sunshine to our hearts; the night of sin is
ended. Alleluia! Then let us feast this Easter Day on Christ, the bread of heaven; the
Word of grace has purged away the old and evil leaven. Christ alone our souls will feed;
he is our meat and drink indeed; faith lives upon no other! Alleluia!
OFFERING VOLUNTARY (10:45)

"With High Delight"

 OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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- Ore

 PREFACE
P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and
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bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

 THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
 PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P
C

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

 LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 AGNUS DEI Lamb of God
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”

LSB 464

(The Refrain is sung once at the beginning of the hymn and once after the last verse.)

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”
 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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LSB 830

 CLOSING PRAYER
A

Let us pray.

C

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

 BENEDICTION
P

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
+ Please stand and face the cross during the recession from the altar. +

 HYMN

“We Know That Christ Is Raised”

LSB 603

 DISMISSAL
A
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

"We Know That Christ is Raised"
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- Hobby

Going Bach to Luther
This week at the 9:00 a.m. service, Trinity Choir will be singing Luther’s great Easter
hymn, “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bonds,” (LSB 458). The powerful melody and
extraordinary text are everything a Christian needs for an Easter celebration.
Unfortunately, in America, this hymn is not sung as often as it should be. (Is it the seven
stanzas?) The text is Luther’s reworking of the Latin Easter hymn, “Victimae Paschali
Laudes” which dates to the 11th century and the Burgundian courts of Henry III. The
melody is very similar to the 12th century German hymn “Christ ist erstanden” which was
often sung with this Latin hymn, in fact, Luther called this hymn an improved version of
“Christ ist erstanden.” Luther wrote the text, with vivid images and solid theology, as
only Luther could. The melody is by Luther and his Minister of Music, Johann Walter
and appeared in the first Lutheran hymnal in 1524. The text tells the Easter story,
touching on the words of 1 Corinthians 15, Christ atonement has removed death’s sting,
and also has strong images to Exodus, Christ’s blood paints our doorposts, death
passes over. The final sacramental image, a truly Lutheran element, proclaims that we
feast on Christ alone, our meat and drink. Every stanza of the hymn ends with a strong
Easter alleluia. Organ, choral and instrumental music based on this hymn abound, in
Germany it is still the chief Easter hymn. Bach’s monumental Easter cantata #4 is
based entirely on this hymn and text. We will hear some of Bach’s music based on this
hymn today as well.

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday/Sunday
6:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:45 AM

April 21/22

Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
Contemporary Worship Service with Holy Communion
Saturday/Sunday

6:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:45 AM

April 28/29

Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
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