The Resurrection of Our Lord April 1, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the Lord; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you, which you received, in which you
stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word | preached to you—unless you believed
in vain.

For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third dayin accordance with the
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared
to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For | am the
least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the
grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than
any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we
preach and so you believed.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that
they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to
the tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the
tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the
tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he
said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not
here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling
and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.



Second Sunday of Easter April 8, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Acts 4:32-35

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things
that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power the apostles were
giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

EPISTLE 1John 1:1 - 2:2

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked
upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have
seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest
to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things
so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness
at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the
truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins andto cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole world.

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” And when he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of the nails, and
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.



Third Sunday of Easter April 15, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Acts 3:11-21

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called
Solomon's. And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why
do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered
over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But you denied the Holy
and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name—»by faith in his name—has made this man
strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the
presence of you all.

“And now, brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the
mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back,
that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the
things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.

EPISTLE 1 John 3:1-7

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we
shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he
appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no
one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:36-49

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!”
But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and
see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have
you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you, that everything written
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, | am sending the promise
of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”



Fourth Sunday of Easter April 22, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Acts 4:1-12

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came
upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection
from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.
But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest
and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set
them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good
deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all
the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from
the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

EPISTLE 1 John 3:16-24

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if
anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's
love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; for whenever our heart
condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn
us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the hame of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments
abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18

| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf
snhatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. | am
the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father;
and | lay down my life for the sheep. And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me,
because | lay down my life that | may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own
accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again. This charge | have received
from my Father.”



Fifth Sunday of Easter April 29, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Acts 8:26-40

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can |, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that
he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See,
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both
went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1-11

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little
children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are
from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8

“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are
clean because of the word that | have spoken to you. Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. | am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.



