
Midweek Lenten 3  March 7, 2018 
 
FIRST READING          1 Peter 5:6–11 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON          Luke 22:47–53 

While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading 
them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with 
a kiss?” And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the 
sword?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No 
more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the 
temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and 
clubs? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness.” 
 
 
 
 
Midweek Lenten 4  March 14, 2018 
 
FIRST READING          Ephesians 2:1–10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 22:54–62 

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a 
distance. And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 
down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This 
man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a little later someone else 
saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an interval of about an 
hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” But Peter 
said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster 
crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had 
said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
 
 
 
 



Midweek Lenten 5  March 21, 2018 
 
FIRST READING          Romans 7:14–25 

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. For I do not understand my own 
actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with 
the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing 
good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not 
want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my 
inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with 
my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 22:63–23:25 

Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. They also blindfolded 
him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” And they said many other things against him, 
blaspheming him. 

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. 
And they led him away to their council, and they said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I 
tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man shall be 
seated at the right hand of the power of God.” So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to 
them, “You say that I am.” Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves 
from his own lips.” 

Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he 
himself is Christ, a king.” And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You 
have said so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” But they were 
urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he belonged to 
Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw 
Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was 
hoping to see some sign done by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. The 
chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers treated him with 
contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me 
this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this 
man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing 
deserving death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.” 

But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— a man who had been 
thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, 
desiring to release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why? 
What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” 
But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So 
Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for 
insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will. 

 

 



Maundy Thursday  March 29, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Exodus 24:3-11 

Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the rules. And all the people answered with 
one voice and said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses wrote down all the words 
of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. And Moses took half of the blood and put it in 
basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in 
the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 
And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord 
has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God 
of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 
And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 
 
 
EPISTLE          1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 
not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we 
all partake of the one bread. 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON          Mark 14:12-26  
     
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, 
“Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” And he sent two of his disciples and said 
to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, 
say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” And 
the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the 
Passover. 

And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be sorrowful and to 
say to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into 
the dish with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this 
is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. And 
he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Good Friday  March 30, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, 
    and shall be exalted. 
As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 
    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— so shall he sprinkle many nations. 
    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which has not been told them they see, 
    and that which they have not heard they understand. 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? 
    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 
 
 
 
EPISTLE          Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 
who obey him. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY GOSPEL          John 19:17-30  

…and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 
Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many 
of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in 
Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for 
each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to 
one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture 
which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine 
stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When 
Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
 


