
Third Sunday in Lent  March 4, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Exodus 20:1-17 

And God spoke all these words, saying, 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for 
I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his 
name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, 
your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 
 
 
EPISTLE           1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to 
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL LESSON           John 2:13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who 
were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not 
make my Father's house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” 

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. When 
therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
 
Fourth Sunday in Lent  March 11, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people 
became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 
food.” Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of 
Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord 
and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he 
sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would 
look at the bronze serpent and live. 
 
 
EPISTLE           Ephesians 2:1-10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           John 3:14-21 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
his works have been carried out in God.” 
 
 



Fifth Sunday in Lent  March 18, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Jeremiah 31:31-34 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares 
the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more.” 

 

EPISTLE           Hebrews 5:1-10 

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with 
weakness. Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the 
people. And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after 
the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 
who obey him, being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL           Mark 10:35-45 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for 
us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with 
which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you 
will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at 
my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they 
began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that 
those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion  March 25, 2018 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
    righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
 
EPISTLE           Philippians 2:5-11 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON          Mark 11:1-11 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of 
his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a 
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 
say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” And they went away and found a colt tied 
at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some of those standing there said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought 
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
 


