
 
Family 

 
As I write this, I am enjoying the blessing of my 
family.  My entire family, my four children, my 
daughter-in-law, three grandchildren, son’s girlfriend 
and even my mother came to New York for Christ-
mas.  This was the first time, my mom had seen two 
of her great-grandchildren in person.  It was the 
first time in seven years that my four children have 
been together. 
 
And what drew us together? 
 
The desire to be one as a family.  That best hap-
pens at Christmas time for my family.   

(They all know where dad will be at Christmas. ) 

 
Indeed, it is Christmas that draws us all together to 
celebrate the birth of God’s only Son, our Savior,  
Jesus Christ.  We share in that moment as the fam-
ily of God.  We share in that moment as a family. 
 
The Church is an ideal place to draw us as a family, 
because no matter whom you are, whether you 
have immediate family here or no family around, 
single, married, divorced, young, old or somewhere 
in between; it doesn’t matter.  Our faith in Jesus 
draws us together because, we are all a part of 
God’s family. 
 

 
 
 

Such enthusiasm and desire to have family events 
as a family of God brought about the first Trinity 
Lutheran Church and School Family Christmas Deco-
rating and Tree Lighting.  It was very well received, 
so much so that it will now be an annual event. 
 
That got your church leadership thinking that we 
need to be more intentional in creating more 
family-oriented events.  Things we can do as a fam-
ily of God.  Things we can do with our families.  
Things we can do as a family of God with our fami-
lies. 
 
For these types of activities to be successful, we will 
need your support.  Support in planning such activi-
ties, support in attending such activities.  Support in 
inviting others who need to be a part of a family – 
who need to be a part of the family of God here at 
Trinity. 
 
As we begin this New Year, lets us all look for op-
portunities to support our family here at Trinity.  If 
you have an idea, share it! 
 
Serving the family of God at Trinity, 

Pastor Hopkins 
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THANK YOU! 

Thank you to those who gave gifts and remembrances to the Hopkins Family this Christmas.  The cookies 
and treats were great.  A very special thank you to one who wanted my family to have a dinner together.  
We did!  Everything was much appreciated. 
 
The Hopkins Family 
 
 

 
BIBLE STUDIES 

Look for the Wednesday evening Bible Study to begin later this month.  We 
are working on getting the proper video equipment to make the live stream 
happen.  Details will be forth coming in bulletin announcements and/or 
Kim’s Friendly Reminders sent on Fridays. 

Happy New Year! 
 

From our family to you, we pray that the Lord 
bless you in all kinds of ways in this New Year! 

 
Pastor John and Donna Hopkins 
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Some Notes and Explanation of our Liturgy – Part 5 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  This is sometimes called the verba (Latin for “the 
words”).  Here, using Christ’s own words, the pastor sets apart (consecrates) the 
bread and wine for God’s special use.  It demonstrates that in this bread and 
wine on the altar, Jesus promises to be with us.  Lutherans believe that Christ is 
truly present “in, with and under” the consecrated physical elements.  Again, the 
Good News is proclaimed that Christ Himself forgives our sins, and we receive 
the benefits of His death on Calvary. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  We respond with an acclamation.  As the pastor reminds us in the words of 
Paul from 1 Corinthians 11:26 that “as often as we eat... and drink…we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes.”  To that we respond in anticipation with the words from Revelation 22  “Amen, Come, Lord Jesus.”  
We remember that Christ comes to us every week in His Holy Meal and that He will return to us on the last 
day. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Sometimes called the perfect prayer, because Christ Himself taught it to us.  From 
the early Christian church, this prayer has been associated with the sacrament.  The petition for “daily bread” 
was often understood as the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist.  Because of what Christ Jesus did for 
us, we have the privilege of calling on our God as a loving Father.   You may find it interesting to know, that 
since the seventh century, only the minister said the words of the Lord’s Prayer. This practice continued even 
in The Lutheran Hymnal (the “red book”), yet the prayer was returned to the people only fairly recently in the 
communion liturgy. 
 
LAMB OF GOD  This is traditionally known as the AGNUS DEI, the Latin words for Lamb of God.  This hymn 
is a hymn of adoration to the one who comes to us as the Lamb, slain for the forgiveness of sinners. Scriptur-
ally, the words come from John 1:29 as John the Baptist points to Jesus and calls Him the Lamb of God.  The 
Agnus Dei is a devotional moment in the liturgy where the congregation has time to savor the words as the 
worshippers recall God’s gracious gift of Himself. 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Honor, Serve, Provide 

Happy New Year from the “Honor, Serve, Provide” capital campaign 
committee. We are looking forward to bringing your hopes and con-
cerns to fruition this year. We are meeting with the Board of Proper-
ties to sort out your priorities, examining the nature and scope of vari-
ous projects, along with a number of potential projects. 
 
We hope to have more information for you very soon. 



The Good NewsThe Good News  
Trinity Lutheran School News 

January 2018 

Volume 2 No. 1 

Page 4 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
Early Childhood Center News 

As Christmas draws closer and the we come to the end of a busy time in our Early Childhood Center it is hard 

not to smile as you peek in a classroom or see the artwork in the halls.  The excitement that the children 

have for Christmas and Jesus’ birth is contagious.  The entire ECC staff has worked hard to teach the children 

about the birth of Jesus.  We also hope we have shared the joy of giving with the children.  Each class cele-

brated with a birthday party for Jesus.  At these parties we asked the families to bring in baby items to be 

donated to the New Life Center-New Mother Program (Division of Lutheran Social Services).  The children 

were able to place these baby items under the Christmas tree and know that they were helping others.  

All of our Early Childhood children participated in Christmas programs and 

sang for their families and friends!  Hearing the children sing about the birth 

of Jesus helped to remind all who attended the true reason for the season.   

We are looking forward to a wonderful 2018 in our Early Childhood Center!  

Carolyn Gallegos, 

ECC Director  

Trinity Lutheran School has been one busy place this Advent season.  The Parent Teacher 
Friends Association began the month of December by sponsoring its annual Santa Shop; our 
students were given the opportunity to purchase gifts for their families and support others in 
need.  Thanks to Mr. DeVries and Mr. Stainkamp for sharing their musical talents in creating 
festive programs to celebrate the coming of our Lord.   Our Early Childhood Center invited our 

families in to experience their children singing and celebrate the preparation of Jesus’ birth.  Trinity’s band 
entertained the senior citizens at The Christian Fellowship House in Syosset; the audience enjoyed a real 
treat.  On behalf of the faculty and staff, we wish you a Happy New Year!  
 
Tammy Mazza, 
Principal 



The Good NewsThe Good News  
The Art at Trinity 

January 2018 

Volume 2 No. 1 

Page 5 

This month our “tour” of original artworks takes us to the foyer of Trinity’s school.  As you enter from the 
front doors of the school and glance to the right, you will see “The Descending Dove” (Arthur Anderson Me-
morial - 1960) sculpture mounted on the wall. 
This sculpture was designed and executed by Albert Wood and Five Sons, Inc., Port Washington, NY. 
 
The symbol of the Holy Spirit (Descending Dove) reminds us of the baptism of Jesus Christ.  As written in the 
Gospel of Matthew “...the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove... a voice from heaven saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  This quotation of 
God the Father is carved on the three sides of a triangular form representing The Holy Trinity. 
 
The dove symbol is streamlined and contemporary in 
keeping with the idea of man’s new destiny in space.  
The graceful bird form has been carved in solid 
American walnut.  It is shaped entirely by the artist’s 
hand; the final surface resulting from the facets of 
the tools. 
 
The triangular design serves to achieve composition 
and a relationship with the basic concept, enhancing 
the spiritual meaning.  Natural oak is used with 
touches of gold for contrast and accent. 
 
by Ellen Kerwin 
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YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE WAITING FOR YOU!  If you haven’t al-
ready, please pick up your 2018 offering envelopes outside the Multipurpose 
Room.  If yours are missing or you would like a set of envelopes, please call Lynn 
in the church office at extension 230.  Thank You. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Trinity Family, 

 

We would like to thank you so much for 

your generosity and prayers! Things be-

ing as tough as they are, we are very 

thankful for our Trinity family! We are 

truly blessed! 

 

Thank you!  

 

God Bless, 

Ray, Christine, and Anthony Churik 

Articles and submissions for the  
February  2018  

newsletter are due no later  
than noon on  

Monday, January 22! 

INSPIRATIONAL YOGA IS BACK!!  

The Board of Outreach is once again offering an 
eight week session of Inspirational Yoga. It begins 
the first week of January on Wednesday nights 
(January 3) from 6:00 to 7:00pm in the MPR.  Be-
ginners are welcome!!  And still only $5.00 per class. 
Yoga mats and yoga blocks are for sale or can be 
borrowed if you don't have one!  

 

 

 

 

JANUARY STIRRING SOUNDS COFFEE HOUSE  

 

Saturday, January 27, 2018  

7:30-9:30 PM 

 

Come out and have  
some family fun  

at this free event! 

DEGREENING OF THE CHURCH   

We will be taking down our Christmas tree and 
wreaths on Saturday, January 6, in time for 
Epiphany. Your help is needed and very much 
appreciated! We will be putting way the tree 
ornaments and cutting the greens off the 
wreaths and tree. Please bring a hand cutter if 
you have on. Many hands make this task go 
quickly! Please meet in the Narthex at 
10:00am. Thank you! 


