Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany February 4, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 40:21-31

Do you not know? Do you not hear?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
To whom then will you compare me, that | should be like him? says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name;
by the greatness of his might and because he is strong in power,
not one is missing.
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted;
but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 9:16-27

For if | preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if |
do not preach the gospel! For if | do this of my own will, | have a reward, but if not of my own will, | am still
entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my reward? That in my preaching | may present the gospel free of
charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.

For though | am free from all, | have made myself a servant to all, that | might win more of them. To the Jews |
became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law | became as one under the law (though not
being myself under the law) that | might win those under the law. To those outside the law | became as one
outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that | might win those outside the
law. To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak. | have become all things to all people, that by all
means | might save some. | do it all for the sake of the gospel, that | may share with them in its blessings.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain
it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an
imperishable. So | do not run aimlessly; | do not box as one beating the air. But | discipline my body and keep it
under control, lest after preaching to others | myself should be disqualified.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:29-39

And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.
Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. And he came and took
her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. And the whole city
was gathered together at the door. And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out
many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.



And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and
there he prayed. And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, and they found him and said to
him, “Everyone is looking for you.” And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that | may preach
there also, for that is why | came out.” And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and
casting out demons.

The Transfiguration of Our Lord February 11, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Exodus 34: 29-35

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down
from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God.
Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to
come near him. But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him,
and Moses talked with them. Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all that the
Lord had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over
his face.

Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And
when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, the people of Israel would see the
face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until
he went in to speak with him.

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the
Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end.

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But we have renounced disgraceful,
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of
the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus'
sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 9:2-9

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one
on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.
And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for
Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed
them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking
around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son
of Man had risen from the dead.



Ash Wednesday February 14, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Joel 2:12-19

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster.
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God?

Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly; gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders; gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber.

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O Lord,

and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?””

Then the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his people.

The Lord answered and said to his people, “Behold, | am sending to you
grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied;

and | will no more make you a reproach among the nations.

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says,

“In a favorable time | listened to you,
and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so
that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through honor and
dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving
may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.



“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward.
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may
be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head
and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

First Sunday in Lent February 18, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 22:1-18

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and
saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; | and the boy will
go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it
on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac
said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said,
“‘Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to
him, for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns.
And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham
called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall
be provided.”

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself | have sworn,
declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely
bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

EPISTLE James 1:12-18
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown
of life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being
tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin,
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought
us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.



GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he
came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being
tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Second Sunday in Lent February 25, 2018

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “| am God Almighty; walk
before me, and be blameless, that | may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you
greatly.” Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be
the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham, for | have made you the father of a multitude of nations. | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will
make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And | will establish my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you.

And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. | will bless her, and moreover, | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she shall become
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

EPISTLE Romans 5:1-11

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his
life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and
others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that | am?” Peter answered him, “You
are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and
the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”



And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit
his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.”



