All Saints’ Day (observed) November 5, 2017

FIRST LESSON Revelation 7:9-17

After this | looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and
were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." All the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
saying: "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for
ever and ever. Amen!" Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes--who are they, and where did
they come from?" | answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great
tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, "they are
before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread
his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them,
nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to
springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

EPISTLE 1 John 3:1-3

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what
we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children
of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 5:1-12

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he
began to teach them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost November 12, 2017

FIRST LESSON Amos 5:18-24

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the Lord? It is darkness, and not
light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the
wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in
it? "l hate, | despise your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened
animals, | will not look upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps |
will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:1-13

"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy
and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him." Then all those
virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out." But the wise answered, saying, 'Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves." And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came
also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us." But he answered, 'Truly, | say to you, | do not know you." Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.



Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost November 19, 2017

FIRST LESSON Zephaniah 1:7-16

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice and
consecrated his guests. And on the day of the Lord's sacrifice--"l will punish the officials and the king's sons
and all who array themselves in foreign attire. On that day | will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their master's house with violence and fraud. "On that day," declares the Lord, "a cry will be
heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. Wail, O inhabitants of
the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. At that time | will search
Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, 'The Lord
will not do good, nor will he do ill." Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them."
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty
man cries aloud there. A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against
the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. For
you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are
saying, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon
a preghant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise
you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at
night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put
on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or
asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are
doing.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:14-30

"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So
also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug
in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and
settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more,
saying, '‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here | have made five talents more." His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into
the joy of your master." And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to
me two talents; here | have made two talents more." His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master." He
also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours." But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful
servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no seed? Then you ought
to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will
more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.'



Thanksgiving Eve November 23, 2017

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 8:1-10

Be careful to follow every command | am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter
and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. Remember how the Lord your God
led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in
your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then
feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on
bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes did not wear out and your
feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the
Lord your God disciplines you. Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and revering
him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land--a land with streams and pools of water, with
springs flowing in the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive
oil and honey; a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron
and you can dig copper out of the hills. When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for
the good land he has given you.

EPISTLE Philippians 4:6-20

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the
God of peace will be with you.

| rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in
whatever situation | am to be content. | know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. | can do all
things through him who strengthens me.

Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the
gospel, when | left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you
only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. Not that | seek the gift, but | seek
the fruit that increases to your credit. | have received full payment, and more. | am well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and
Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 17:11-19

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was
going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice,
"Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as
they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud
voice. He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, "Were not all
ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this
foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."



Last Sunday of the Church Year November 26, 2017

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As a
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my
sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. And | will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited
places of the country. | will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares
the Lord God. | will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and | will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice.

“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, | myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have
scattered them abroad, | will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And | will judge between sheep
and sheep. And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. | am the Lord; | have spoken.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:20-28

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every
rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last
enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all
things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all
things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection
under him, that God may be all in all.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:31-46

“‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave
me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you visited
me, | was in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome
you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. For | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me no drink, | was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.” Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”



