
 

Communication 
 

It’s back!  The Good News newsletter is back! 

Why? It is a great way to get news about what is 
happening, out to Trinity. 

Hey, we have “Kim’s Friendly Reminders” that come 
out every Friday. 

What will be different from that? 

Kim’s Friendly Reminders are just that.  Reminders of 
things that are going on around Trinity. Kim’s Friendly 
Reminders will still go out.  The difference is the 
Newsletter will be a medium to convey more in-depth 
information about what goes on here at Trinity.  The 
newsletter articles will be giving more details about 
the happenings in the congregation. 

Expect to see news articles about upcoming initiatives 
that your church and school leaders are promoting.  
Outreach events.  Worship opportunities.  Plus areas 
where your help is needed! 

Yes, this will be the place to learn how you can put to 
good use your time, talent and treasures!  Most folks 
like to be asked to serve, but I encourage you to step 
up!  If you see something you are interested in serv-
ing, step up and volunteer.  The person who put the 
newsletter article together would be a great person to 
go to and say, “I am interested in helping out.  Where 
do you need me?!” 

More and more boards and groups are starting to get  

 
active.  Why now?  Well, in part, because you have a 
pastor who is going to stick around a while.  That 
brings a measure of stability.  That enables everyone 
to look to the future.  It gets folks asking, “What can 
we be doing for the Lord?”  Since folks are in that 
mindset now, there are initiatives being explored. 
When you see them, find something that you can par-
ticipate in.  Your presence at such events, activities 
and ministries is an important part of serving the 
Lord. 

A good one to start off with, in this September Good 
News newsletter, is an invitation.  You are invited to 
the  Back  to School BBQ  on  Friday  September  1  
beginning at 5pm. This event is for everyone!  Church 
members, school parents and students. Everyone of 
every age is invited.  What a great way to start off 
the year!  What a great way for the school parents to 
meet the folks of Trinity and vice-versa!  Your pres-
ence there is a way to show your support for the 
school.  Your presence there shows the school par-
ents and students that they are important to you, the 
people of God here at Trinity.  Think of it, while you 
are eating some delicious BBQ, you are supporting 
one of Trinity’s biggest ministries, the school.  What 
an easy, fun way to serve the Lord! 

This Good News that you are reading is just the be-
ginning.  Look for more Good News to come in Octo-
ber! 

Serving the Lord with you, 

Pastor Hopkins 
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How exciting to be a part of this ministry of communication! 

For many of you, you have experienced the loving care of the Deacons in our church. This team of dedicated 
servants of Christ work hand in hand with Pastor Hopkins and use the variety of God given talents and gifts 
for the glory of God, not self. They are prayerful individuals who care, really care. They are good listeners. 
They have hearts that are full of compassion and perform acts of mercy. They are Bible study leaders, hospi-
tal and homebound visitors. They teach and direct children, they assist in worship and pray. They are part of 
the Pastoral Care Ministry Team. 

We encourage you to really get to know them, and benefit from their servant hearts. Know that we can be a 
part of your life journey only if we know what is happening in your life. 

Sooooo, if life is taking you down an un-traveled road, and perhaps experiencing some bumps or craters 
along the way in your life journey, or perhaps you just want to pray with us, call us, talk to us, e-mail us. We 
want to, and can be with you, support you, care for you, hold your hand, and pray with you along life’s jour-
ney. Please never assume we already know. 

Your Deacons: 

 Doug Brosky   Betsy Lazarek  Debbie Vergara 

 Anthony Cavaliere  Peg Ruhs  Lynn Waldeck 

 Kathy Funfgeld   

Transportation 
 
Transportation is a simple 14 letter word.  It starts with “T” and ends with 
“N.” If we ask Noah Webster, he would define transportation as a means to 
move… to bring. 

Have you taken a moment to look around our sanctuary lately? Have you 
seen all those familiar faces of your brothers and sisters in Christ? OR NOT. 

If the truth be told, we have a long list of those “family members” who are 
not able to come to worship because they no longer have transportation. 
We are asking those who drive, to prayerfully consider volunteering to sign 

up to bring a fellow “family member” to church once a month, or as often as you are able. Please call the 
church office so we can fill you in. This is one way that “T” Trinity can fulfill one of our “N” needs! 

Articles and information for the OCTOBER 2017 newsletter  
are due no later than noon on 

Friday, September 22! 

Please email your submissions to kmerz@trinityhicksville.org 
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The following is a list of the current church council members: 
 
Dan Pugliese – President 
Curt Fogarty – 1st Vice President 
Les Francis – 2nd Vice President/Board of Stewardship 
Donna Haines – Treasurer 
Karen Apgar – Secretary/Board of Outreach 
Fred Von Bargen Sr. – Board of Properties 
John Plank – Board of Youth 
Lauren Straub – Board of Christian Education 
Terri Cavaliere 
Kathryn Draves 
Laura Morrissey – Board of Christian Education 
 
We would like to welcome our newest members to the council - Laura and Kathy! Also, there is currently one 
position open on Church Council.  Please let us know if you are interested in joining! 

The Good NewsThe Good News  
From the  Minister of Music 

Some Notes and Explanation of our Liturgy – Part 1 
 
Our liturgy is a gift that we use every week as we worship.  The roots of our lit-
urgy can be traced back to before the birth of Christ, and it has taken shape 
over many years.  The music may change from season to season or from hymn-
book to hymnbook, but the worship texts teach us so much.  Let’s look at the 
beginning of our liturgy: 

INVOCATION – we begin each week calling on the name of our Triune God, 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Where God’s name is, there He is also, sharing 
His gifts with us.  We are then reminded by the pastor of the sign of the cross, which we can also trace upon 
ourselves, as a reminder that we were marked with the sign of the cross as one redeemed by Christ the cru-
cified. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION – We acknowledge that we have been born sinful and we admit the ac-
tual sins that we have committed to God.  To absolve means to clear of blame or guilt.  Jesus commissioned 
his ministers to forgive or retain the sins of the people.  The pastor announces to us, in the place and by the 
command of Jesus the good news that our sins are absolved. 

KYRIE, GLORY TO GOD, THIS IS THE FEAST – As forgiven people of God, we then sing to our Lord.  De-
pending on the season, we sing one of these options.  The KYRIE (from the Greek, kyrie eleison, or Lord 
have mercy) is a prayer, not for forgiveness, our sins have already been forgiven in the confession/
absolution, rather it is a prayer asking for God’s guidance and help.  In the hymn of praise GLORY TO GOD, 
we continue the angel’s hymn in this elaboration of their song at Christmas praising God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  THIS IS THE FEAST takes its content from the book of Revelation.  It is, as it says, a song of the 
victory of Christ the Lamb, our crucified, risen and ascended Lord.  It gives us a glimpse of His heavenly king-
dom, which has been promised to us. 
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We are proud to introduce our 2017-2018 Bible Verse:  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-

23 There are many great events, activities and new collaborative programs that we are implementing this fall.  
Here at Trinity we continue to prepare our students for an ever changing world; it is imperative in creating a 
well-rounded 21st Century Christian Scholar.  This year we promise to continue in creating the optimum learn-
ing environment. 
 

 K-8 Extended school day from 8am – 3pm 

 ECC Big Day Mathematics and Language Arts Comprehensive Curriculum 

 K-8 Dimensions Science Curriculum which is aligned with New York State Next Generation Science 

Standards 

 K-5  Literacy Tool Kits 

 K-5  Literacy and Mathematic time blocks 

 K-5 “Special” times have been extended to meet NYS mandates-including Physical Education. 

 6-8 Middle School Robotics and Competition Club will be offered in addition to instruction in Tech-

nology Class 

 An additional Middle School class period has been implemented to avoid students being pulled for 

Enrichment, Earth Science Lab, Band, and Orchestra. 

We are thrilled to share that the Parent Teacher Friends Association have refurbished our Art Room.  The 
fresh and modern look will truly enhance our Visual Arts program for the students.  The PTFA has been a true 
blessing to Trinity for many years. 
 
The “Donate Your Shoe Size” campaign is complete.  Trinity looks forward to you seeing the beautiful atmos-
phere the new shades have created throughout the building. We thank all of the contributors who have do-
nated to this cause. 
 
During the month of July all re-accreditation paperwork was signed by the National Lutheran Schools and 
Middle States Association.  All certificates will be here in time for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 

Trinity Lutheran School thanks Melissa Clements and all who helped get the soon-to-be green house 
started. This addition to Trinity's science curriculum is a real blessing. 

 
Trinity Lutheran School will forever promote Christian values and academic excellence. 
2017-2018 will be another year where together our ministry will continue to be motivated by the faith and 
love of Christ. 
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The Good NewsThe Good News  
Early  Childhood Center News 

Trinity’s Early Childhood Center staff are looking forward to begin-
ning our 48th year of pre-school education.  The teachers and 
staff are preparing to welcome back Trinity’s youngest children of 
God for another great year.  The school year will begin for our 
ECC on September 7 and 8.  These two days will be times for the 
children and parents to come and meet the teacher, some class-
mates, and become acquainted with the classroom. After this 
“Welcome Time” our first day of classes will be Monday, Septem-
ber 11.  There are some available spaces in our three-year-old 
nursery classes and four-year-old pre-K classes.  Please contact 
the Early Childhood Center Office at 516-931-2211 ext. 224 if you 
would like further information.   
 

As we prepare our hearts and minds for this school year we pray for a school year filled with “...love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  Galatians 5:23a  

The Good NewsThe Good News  
LSS New LIFE Center Back to School 

Many thanks to everyone who donated school supplies!  We brought a car full over to Lutheran Social Ser-
vices New LIFE Center in Uniondale the second week in August.  Many children do not have basic supplies to 
start off the new school year and your donations make a difference.  Last year the New LIFE Center packed 
580 backpacks for children in need!  The volunteers at the New LIFE Center were excited to see how much 
Trinity collected and have been busy packing the backpacks to give to the children before the start of the 
school year.  Thank you for caring! 
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It’s September already! Where did the summer go? We are back to school, Sunday school, cooler days and 
the restarting of our many opportunities to study God’s Word. 
 
One of the opportunities offered last year was “The Story,” where we had the privilege to study the Old 
Testament in an overview looking at God’s never-wavering plan to reconcile us to Him. 
 
Beginning on September 12, we are going to resume that journey as we move into the New Testament 
with the long awaited arrival of the promised Messiah, and the fulfillment of God’s plan. 
 
The study will meet on Tuesday afternoons at 3:30 pm, and again on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm 
beginning September 12 and 13, and continue in the following weeks concluding on November 14 and 15. 
 
This is your story. This is my story. This is God’s story.  Join us to discover, renew and strengthen your 
relationship with our Lord.  Even if you did not join us for the Old Testament sessions you are welcome, 
and encouraged, to join us as we complete the journey this fall.  You can contact Pastor Hopkins or Doug 
Brosky to obtain more information.  

September 12 and 13 Chapter 22 The Birth of a King 

September 19 and 20 Chapter 23 Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

September 26 and 27 Chapter 24 No Ordinary Man 

October 3 and 4 Chapter 25 Jesus, the Son of God 

October 10 and 11 Chapter 26 The Hour of Darkness 

October 17 and 18 Chapter 27 The Resurrection 

October 24 and 25 Chapter 28 New Beginnings 

October 31 and November 1 Chapter 29 Paul’s Mission 

November 7 and 8 Chapter 30 Paul’s Final Days 

November 14 and 15 Chapter 31 The End of Time 
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The Good NewsThe Good News  
V.O.T.Y. (Visions of Tomorrow’s Youth)V.O.T.Y. (Visions of Tomorrow’s Youth) 

 
V.O.T.Y. is back! 

 
A new school year is approaching and we are all so excited!!  We are 
planning on doing something new this year.  Starting in September, 
V.O.T.Y. will be piggy-backing Sunday School. Time for the parents!  
They can attend church, Bible study, coffee hour or fellowship or maybe 
stay with their child! V.O.T.Y. is open to children ages 3 to 12. Save the 
dates: 
   
   September 24 - 10:45 AM to 12:00 PM 
   October 22 - 10:45 AM to 12:00 PM 

        November 26 - 10:45 AM to 12:00 PM 

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6 
 

Confirmation is a rite of the church to assist parents in fulfilling the promises 
that were made at a child’s Baptism to be faithful, active participants of faith. 
Confirmation is not a sacrament as is Holy Communion and Holy Baptism, but 
a cooperative learning time of preparation, knowledge and growth. 

We at Trinity are excited to share our new Confirmation Program, staff and 
ideas with you. 

Confirmation instruction will be headed by Pastor Hopkins, who will be teach-
ing Confirmation I (grade 6) in the evening. Mrs. Jen Gallo will instruct our 
school member children. Deacon Vergara will instruct our Confirmation II chil-
dren (grade 7) in the evening and Jen Gallo will instruct our school church 
member children. Mrs. Erika Skoch, a Called teacher at Trinity will instruct 
both the evening and school member children for Confirmation III (grade 8). 
Deacon Waldeck and Deacon Funfgeld will be substitute teachers. 

We have many new changes to our program. We will be meeting on Thursday 
evenings for public school children beginning at 7:15-8:30. We also will be in-
corporating a number of service projects as well. 

When these children were Baptized, and for the most part they were Baptized here at Trinity, you as a mem-
ber of our congregation were charged, and promised  to pray for these children. We will be asking you to 
prayerfully consider sponsoring a confirmand so watch for more information to come.  Until that time, con-
tinue to lift up the teachers, staff and children of our confirmation program in prayer and be looking for ways 
to incorporate them in the ministry that YOU are about.  
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Our Community Garden is located on the backside of our school’s play-
ground, next to the Christmas Tree Lot. It is most easily accessed through 
the main gates at 46 W. Cherry Street. We are in our seventh growing 
season, and continue to grow, no pun intended, every year. We started 
out with 33 raised beds, and a lot of empty space. We now have 33 raised 
beds, four fruit trees, four compost bins, four picnic tables, two benches, a 
shed, sink and produce cleaning station, a beautiful sign, a gravel drive-
way and coming soon, a greenhouse! 
 
All of this has been accomplished through volunteer help and generous 
donations and grants. We do this work to fulfill the mission that was cre-
ated in 2011 – “Growing in faith with the community to bring food to the 
hungry as an expression of God’s love.”   
 
All our produce is donated, through various groups and agencies, to those 
in need throughout our neighboring communities. From larger agencies 

such as LI Cares, to neighbors of our volunteers. Hundreds of pounds of food have gone out to serve the 
most important need we all have, being fed. We are feeding people both physically and spiritually, both 
those we serve, and those who come to volunteer with us.  
 
Come down to the garden any Monday night at 6:30 pm and you will see 
little kids working with their parents, and teenagers earning community 
service hours, and folks giving up their free time to do dirty, sweaty 
work, and do it joyfully. They know they are making a difference, they 
know they are having a very immediate impact, and they walk out of 
there feeling satisfied.  
 
So far this growing season we have donated over 150 pounds of food. 
We will be growing until October, so that number will be much larger by 
the time we are finished for the year. But we want to do more! We want to plant more beds, we want to 
plant more fruit trees, we want to plant blueberry bushes! We need more hands to make that possible. 
Our garden is large, about 18,000 square feet of property to plant, harvest and maintain. We need you!! 
Come by one night to experience it for yourself, then you too can share in that feeling of satisfaction. 
 
We ask only that you have a willing spirit, black thumb or not. We have all the supplies and equipment on 
site. You can email the garden coordinator with any questions or concerns, or just come on by, Mondays 
at 6:30 pm. Follow us on Facebook and see our weekly production:  
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityHicksvilleCommunityGarden/ 
 
Melissa Clements  
Garden Coordinator – milliv21@gmail.com  
 



LCMS DISASTER RESPONSE 
https://www.lcms.org/harvey 

 
TO GIVE BY MAIL 

To make a donation by mail, make a check payable to "The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod" or "LCMS." 
Write the gift designation on the memo line of your check (e.g. Hurricane Harvey Disaster Response, etc.) and send to: 
  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Mission Advancement 
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

 
TO GIVE BY PHONE 

CALL   To make a credit card gift over the phone, you can call the LCMS toll-free gift line between 8 a.m. and 4:10 p.m. Central Time 
at: 888-930-4438. 
 
TEXT   Send a text message to 414-44, and type LCMSHARVEY in the message field. You’ll receive a text with a link to a phone-
friendly, secure donation form.  
 
Your financial gifts will make a difference in helping restore numerous lives as we bear Christ’s mercy in word and deed to Hurricane 
Harvey victims. 
 
PRAY 

Lord of heaven and earth, we know that You hold all things in Your hands. In Your mercy, provide for 
the needs of those who have been affected by Hurricane Harvey and the rain that continues to fall, work 
through those who bring relief and aid, and protect all from any further harm. Draw all to the cross of 
Christ, who is our salvation now and always. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 












