Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 3, 2017

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 15:15-21

O LoRD, you know; remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake | bear reproach.
Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart,
for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.
| did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did | rejoice;
| sat alone, because your hand was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation.
Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail?

Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, | will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them.
And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you
to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD.
| will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

EPISTLE Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection.
Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise
in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the
things of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For
what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for
his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
each person according to what he has done. Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”



Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 10, 2017

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 33:7-9

“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood |
will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

EPISTLE Romans 13:1-10

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For because of this
you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed
to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed,
honor to whom honor is owed.

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-20

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And calling
to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.

“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by
whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.
And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in heaven their angels always see the
face of my Father who is in heaven. What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?
And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.
So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, |
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for
them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 17, 2017

FIRST LESSON Genesis 50:15-21

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay
us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
command before he died: ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you.” And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? As for you,
you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive,
as they are today. So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.

EPISTLE Romans 14:1-12

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one
who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in
honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For
if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God; for it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”
So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.
When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not
pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.
So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out
of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and | will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his
fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! |
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as | had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his
debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your
heart.”



Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 24, 2017

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 55:6-9

“Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

| want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, so that it
has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.
And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to
speak the word without fear.

...for | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage
now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to
die is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. |
am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain
in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with
you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,
because of my coming to you again.

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am
absent, | may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the
faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had
and now hear that I still have.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going
out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, “You go into the
vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give you.” So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the
ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said
to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to
them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.” And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,
‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.” And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they
thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled
at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to
give to this last worker as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do
you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.”



