
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  October 1, 2017 
 
FIRST LESSON          Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The word of the Lord came to me: "What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'?  As I live, declares the Lord 
God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.  Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as 
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.  "Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.'  
Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just?  Is it not your ways that are not just?  When a righteous 
person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has 
done he shall die.  Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does 
what is just and right, he shall save his life.  Because he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.  Yet the house of Israel says, 'The 
way of the Lord is not just.'  O house of Israel, are my ways not just?  Is it not your ways that are not just?  
"Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God.  Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.  Cast away from you all the transgressions that 
you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!  Why will you die, O house of Israel?  
For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live." 
 
 
EPISTLE          Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind.  Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  Let 
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the 
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.  Even if I am to 
be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.  
Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON          Matthew 21:23-27 

And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 
teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?"  Jesus 
answered them, "I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things.  The baptism of John, from where did it come?  From heaven or from man?"  And 
they discussed it among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not 
believe him?'  But if we say, 'From man,' we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet."  
So they answered Jesus, "We do not know."  And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  October 8, 2017 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile 
hill.  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  And now, O 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  What more was there to do 
for my vineyard, that I have not done in it?  When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and 
briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  For the vineyard 
of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for 
justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry! 
 
 

EPISTLE           Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith--that I may know 
him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or am 
already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Brothers, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own.  But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON          Matthew 21:33-46 

"Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and 
dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country.  When the 
season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit.  And the tenants took his servants 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  Again he sent other servants, more than the first.  And they 
did the same to them.  Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir.  Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.'  
And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  When therefore the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death 
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons."  Jesus said to them, 
"Have you never read in the Scriptures: "'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this 
was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people producing its fruits.  And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him."  When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them.  And although they were seeking to arrest him, 
they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  October 15, 2017 
 
FIRST LESSON          Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of 
rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is 
cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.  He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for 
the Lord has spoken.  It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might 
save us.  This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation." 
 
 
SECOND LESSON          Philippians 4:4-13 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.  The 
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned 
and received and heard and seen in me--practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  I 
rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me.  You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.  Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound.  In any and 
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.  I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me. 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON          Matthew 22:1-14 

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but 
they would not come.  Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready.  Come to the wedding 
feast.'  But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized 
his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them.  The king was angry, and he sent his troops and 
destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, 
but those invited were not worthy.  Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as 
you find.'  And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good.  
So the wedding hall was filled with guests.  "But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a 
man who had no wedding garment.  And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?'  And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot and cast 
him into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  For many are called, 
but few are chosen." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  October 22, 2017 
 
FIRST LESSON          Isaiah 45:1-7 

 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations 
before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: "I will go 
before you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of 
iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the 
Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 
call you by your name. I name you, though you do not know me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides 
me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other.  I form light and create 
darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON         1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.  You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.  And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to 
all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.  
For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON          Matthew 22:15-22 

 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words.  And they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God 
truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.  Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why put me 
to the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin for the tax."  And they brought him a denarius.  And Jesus said 
to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?"  They said, "Caesar's."  Then he said to them, "Therefore 
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."  When they heard it, they 
marveled.  And they left him and went away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reformation Day (Observed) October 29, 2017  
 

FIRST LESSON          Revelation 14:6-7 

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 
earth--to every nation, tribe, language and people.  He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come.  Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 
springs of water." 
 
EPISTLE           Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight 
by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, 
apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from 
God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference,  for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 
Jesus.  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.  He did this to demonstrate 
his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--he did it to 
demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus.  Where, then, is boasting?  It is excluded.  On what principle?  On that of observing the law?  No, but on 
that of faith.  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON           John 8:31-36 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants 
and have never been slaves of anyone.  How can you say that we shall be set free?"  Jesus replied, "I tell you 
the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son 
belongs to it forever.  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 


